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PMEACE. 



In the foUowmg fihoit Sermons, I haye toadied 
on fiubjects which do not usually form part of 
a oouase of mstraetioii for Oonfirmatioaii. It 
a^ipesured to me that there was good reaaon 
why, in addition to the ordinary rovtioe of 
prepaiatiion, a simple stafceanieiit of ttie broad 
elementary truths on which €hristiaaity rests, 
shoold be laid before those who wieffe about 
to elaim ihe foil standing and privileges of 
C^stians. 

I believe that there is azi essential ixm- 
BCKion between Christian doGtrine and €has- 
tittaa pradioe; in other words, that God does 
not permiiit meai to enjoy the adirantages and 
rewards of tibe Oospel life, unless they kaow 
and xeoeive Grospd . tiroitiL The diaract^ of 
the worshipper if^sl^inined by that of the 
objaot of his woocs^i^ 4^ an incomplete 
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notion of Grod necessarily implies a false 
standard of morality. And if some among 
us have been tempted to make a losing com- 
promise with the infidelity of the age by 
surrendering essential features of the revealed 
character of Grod, I fear we shall soon see the 
effect of their error in a moral deterioration, if 
not in themselves, yet certainly and speedily 
in their followers and the heirs of their doctrine. 

But besides this, there are circumstances, 
unhappily notorious, which seemed to me to 
make such a statement necessary at the pre- 
sent time. There has never indeed been a 
time at which Christianity has not been assailed 
from one side or the other : and a plain declar- 
ation of the truth, as feu: as Grod has enabled 
us to receive it, is never without its value. 

Just now, however, the assault seems to 
come from such a quarter, and in such a form, 
as to make it a peculiar and pressing danger 
for that class of hearers especially to whom 
these Sermons were addressed. The candi- 
dates for confirmation in a School Chapel con- 
sist in large part of boys who are about to pass 
in a short time to one of our great Universities ; 
that is to say, they will very soon be in a 
position to have the most difficult and important 
questions affecting their faith as Christians 
brought before them as subjects of ordinary 
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discussion. In one at least of the Universities, 
it may be said, the regular course of study, 
admirable as it is for the purpose of intellectual 
training, is open to this objection, that it 
encourages the habit of free speculation at an 
age when the mind is evidently unprepared 
for so severe a trial. 

It surely cannot be thought premature or 
inappropriate, if I have taken advantage of a 
time of serious reflection, to set before my 
pupils a simple view of the general grounds 
on which the Christianity of the Chujrch of 
England claims their allegiance. 

And it is desirable at the same time that 
educated men who have children to bring up 
and desire to see them established in the 
truth, should carefully consider the direction 
of that current of thought, which is strongly 
bearing on the minds of students at this time ; 
that they should know, too, to what extent it 
has already carried some of the most eminent 
and authoritative teachers in oujr own com- 
munion. 

The direction of the current has indeed been 
apparent for some time past. Any one who 
will take the pains to review the principal 
theological works of the last twenty years, may 
trace its progress. We have seeui during that 
period in the writings of powerful and popular 
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authcMTS, an apea denial of ike doofcninM of 
Atonement and of Eternal Buniahment : a nefeo 
tlon of Mirades as .«n evidence of BerelatiQiiy 
aad an avowed purpose of deoGkoliahing irJiat 
tl^ey have t^TB^ed Bibliolatry, that is, aa exag- 
gerated respeot ifoar the Bible: a feeliog whidi 
they deplore as a fruitful source of error. And 
tiiis last purpose has been pushed to the extent 
of throwing doubts on the special inspiration 
of the Bible, and coiuiequeatly on t^ reality of 
all external Bevelation. 

The collection of ^'Essays acid fieviews/' 
which has lately attracted very general Xkotiee^ 
can hardly be said to have contributed any- 
thing new to the moviement. It has only 
summed up the progness made in this direction 
to the present time, and given a more explicit 
indication of the end to which the movement 
is tending. 

Indeed, the pubUcatiooL of this particular 
volume will have i^ndered a great flerrice to 
the cause of truth, if it only rouses us to tke 
apprehension of what is really going on in 
men's minds about us. It declares, with great 
boldness and plaiiuaess 4Df speech, that the very 
foundations of the Christian faith are in quea- 
tion. It is no longer the i^ecue £oim of a 
doctrine or jUbe wording of an article that is 
under discussion ; but whether Ohristiauity may 
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not be a delusion or an imposfcure, wbeAer we 
have receiTed a revelation from G-od a^alL It 
certainly seems to me to be an opinioQ com- 
mon to moflt of the writers who have ^contri- 
buted to this remarkable volume, that the 
Bible is in no special and distinctive sense 
such a revelation. 

The attitude of fixed attention, and eager 
inquiry into which tbe Church of England has 
be^i startled by this publicaitioiD, may be re- 
garded as a promise of lasting benefit to be 
derived from a temporary disquietude. 

On the oth^ iiand, it is doubtless an indi- 
cation of a real and a serious danger. These 
wTEters, and others of the same school, have 
greatly extended the latitude generally and 
fairly allowed in our Ohtu'ch to inquiry and 
discussion. And thus they are in a position 
to propagate their opinions more widely and 
with greater authoriity than others who have 
hitherto considered their doubts on tiiese same 
suij^eets an insuperable bar to a positiim in the 
Cbureh. 

It is not to be suj^osed that those who 
hold these opifdons can long maintain their 
present position. In fact, it is not permanence 
but movement which they aim at, for tbe 
present at least. Already the early leaders of 
the school have been displaced and thrown 
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into shade hj bolder and abler speculators. 
And these in turn will have to endure the fate 
which awaits all revolutionary leaders. They 
will either be pushed forward to conclusions 
before which they now falter; or other men, 
with stouter hearts and more logical minds 
will put them aside and go on their way without 
them. They have stated the premisses clearly 
enough ; if they shrink from drawing the con- 
clusion, others will draw it for themselves: 
they have worked up the piece to the very 
close, and other hands will be found — ^already * 
one giant hand has been put forth — to strike the 
last chord. They have surrendered the principal 
doctrines of Christianity : they have repudiated 
the evidence to which its Founder and His 
followers invariably appealed; surely there is 
not much left to them, as Christians, worth 
contending for. 

In the meantime we may learn one or two 
useful lessons from a consid^ution of this 
controversy, and the opinions and statements 
which have b^en brought out in its progress. 

1. I think it warns us never again, as per- 
haps we have been tempted to do, wilfully to 
shut our eyes to the real difficulties of our 
belief. This class of writers will have done 

* See « Westminster Review," Oet. 1860. 
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good service to the Church and to Christianity, 
if they have only taught us that the wisest and 
fairest way is to accept and admit the difficul- 
ties which do exist ; if they have made us feel 
that, after all due allowance for the exaggera- 
tion of our opponents, there are questions to 
be answered, and objections to be met, and 
that these should be accounted for as they 
arise, in a complete and thorough manner. 

It is time, too, that our children, if they are 
to enjoy the perilous privilege of intellectual 
cultivation, should be warned of what lies 
before them, that they may never have cause 
to reproach us with keeping back from them 
the true state of the case, and teaching them 
as universally acknowledged truth that wliich 
is, in fact, with many a disputed question. 
Let them be made to know, in due time, that 
the whole of that system which we teach them, 
and every part of it, is liable to be questioned 
or denied, and that by men of the highest 
ability, character, and position, in our own 
Church. 

And if we, the appointed ministers of the 
Grospel of Jesus Christ, desire to keep the 
religious teaching of the age, nay, of our own 
children, in our own hands, we must be ready 
with an answer to all the objections, so skilfully 
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framed, and so boldly urged, — sn answer ready^ 
clear, aaid decisive. 

We now and tihen see tke sons of CShrkbtaa 
pafl)ent8 straying hopelessly into tmbelief. Mag^ 
not titus be, in some oaees, because they baTe 
not fonmd, where thef had a right to look for 
it, A sabffifaotoiy answer to the deeper inqairieB 
of t^eir minds ? We want no &ew doctnbe, 
no new evidence; only that the doetnuie should 
be applied, .ftnd the evidence stated m the form 
tbat is best adsfted to noeet the wants, the 
doubts, and the difficulties, of the pi^eeent 
time. 

2. There is one ipatifi&ctory conclusioaiL which 
we may draw from a review of the present dis- 
cussion, namely, that all those objections which 
arise in men's minds a priori against Christian- 
ity or its evidences, all those antecedent diffi- 
culties which suggest themselves to those who, 
in Butler's words, " form their notions of Ood'* 
government on hypothesis," fire Tery much the 
same in kind and in force at this time as they 
ever were. We have nothing new to fear on 
this side. The determination which some 
men express, that no evidence shall indsiiee 
them to receive the doctrine of aton^nent, or 
of eternal pimishment, as repulsive to the 
moral sense, and inconsistent with their con- 
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ceptton of th« Divine charaeter^ is not strongier 
now^ rbor is it based on stronger groamds^ than 
it wa» when Batler examined and refdied to it^ 

Nor has the advBJice of modem aeience^ 
though this is much insisted on^ made any real 
difiference in the state of the question concern- 
ing miracles as an evidence of Christianity 
However complete our knowledge of the l&ws 
of natore may hereaitear become^ it will not 
establish any greater presumption, than that 
whicdi has always ^dsted against a miraculous 
or supernatural interposition. And certainly, 
as an evidence of Divine presence and power, a 
miracle^ if we believe in it as a fact,, is of more 
we^ht in proportion to the fulness and accuracy 
of the knowledge we possess of those natuial 
laws which are overruled or superseded by it. 

3. The most pressing difficulty of the present 
day seems to consist in the numerous objections 
urged against the authenticity and inspiration 
of tUfe Bible, on historical, critical, and scientific 
grounds. These objections, however exagge- 
rated by the enemies or the faint supporters of 
Christianity, undoubtedly require careful and 
prompt att^attion^ 

We must remember that the New Testament 
is so pledged to the Old, that, as far as we can 
now see, they must stand or foil together. 
Perhaps the time is now come for the Law and 



ZIV PREFACE. 

the Prophets to pass through the same exact 
and pitiless examination as that to which the 
Grospels and Epistles have been subjected during 
the past half century. We shall have no reason 
to complain if the result is the same in both cases* 

The New Testament has passed through a 
searching ordeal. No work of man has ever 
stood the test of so severe a process. Friends 
and enemies have worked together in the 
scrutiny; indeed, the enemies of Christianity 
have been doing the work of the truth as 
effectually as its most zealous friends ; and the 
undeniable result is, that the books of the 
New Testament stand on higher ground, and 
are invested with greater authority, than at any 
former time. 

Let us not fear, but rather hope that the 
writers of the Old Testament will meet with 
the same rigorous criticism, and that the 
various questions suggested by history, philo- 
logy, and natural science, will be fairly* met 
and fully answered. Only let the work be 
done on principles of sound scholarship, accu- 
rate knowledge, and impartial judgment, and 
we will not refuse the help even of those who 
do not love the Bible nor desire to find it true ; 
but ignorance, carelessness, and prejudice, are 
as little to the purpose in the attack as in the 
defence. 
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For my own part^ I feel a confident per- 
suasion that the consequence of the present 
movement will be to establish the truth and 
authority of the whole Bible as the Word of 
Grod, on a firmer, basis than ever. 

In the meantime it will be useful to glance 
at the present position of avowed scepticism in 
this country. I have before referred to a 
*paper of remarkable interest and ability^ which 
I believe may be fairly regarded as the latest 
manifesto of a school which openly denies the 
fact, and the possibility, of a revelation from 
God. 

In the first part of that essay the author 
engages himself in a lively and vigorous assault 
of the Christian faith. And so far his style is 
both confident and powerful. But when, 
towards the close of his argument, he ventures 
to take up a position of his own, though it is 
only sketched in the most general terms, the 
confident tone remains, but the power seems to 
Ml him. 

It could not be otherwise. For it is easy 
enough to collect, combine, and enforce the 
difficulties which must from the nature of the 
case attend a divine communication ; but it ia 
a task which demands more power and more 
courage than even this writer possesses, to de- 
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scribe- fuUj and faidrly the state and procqpects 
of iDfttnkind without a veyelation* It caimot be 
done ini any laanner that shall not be irevritiag 
to the moral senfle of the most carelesa reader. 
And so an author who has many bittar weid» 
of contempt, and ridicule, and denunciation for 
the doctrines and evidences of Ghristiajiity, 
strangely alters his tone and lowexs his Yoice, 
and speaks in constrained and gua«led ternas^ 
wh^ he is forced to- say samethingy however j|l 
vi^e, of his own religioue position* He knows 
that the age is sceptical, but he knows also 
that the spirit of this country is not ripe for 
blank infidelity. To shake the faith of others 
is a task which he undertakes gladly, and 
executes with alacrity and vigour; but he 
seems to falter and hesitate when he comes 
to a statement of his own creed. He is too 
wise to scare his readers, as he inevitably 
would do, by a naked avowal of a system 
which appears to be without faith, without 
hope, without God. 

The following passage* contains, I believe, 
the leading thought of modem scepticism. 
It is the sole positive ground, as far as can be 
learnt from this Eeview, on which the writer 
bases at once his objection to a revelation, and 

* " Westminster Eeview,'* Oct 1860, p. 323. 
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his hopes of a true and reasonable Philosophy. 
This thought is already in wide and general 
operation. It is likely to be followed out more 
folly in the rapid advance of scientific reseeu-ch^ 
and so to exercise a powerfol influence on the 
religious opinion of the coming generation. It 
therefore deserves the careful consideration of 
those who wish to prepare their children for the 
actual trials to which their faith will be sub- 
mitted. 

" Such is the manner in which it has been 
found necessary, by the most advanced thinkers 
within the orthodox pale, to explain and modify 
the doctrine of inspiration. It will be of use 
to inquire, what is the power which has driven 
them to this necessity? We may answer, that 
it is the advance of the conception of develop- 
ment. Step by step, the notion of evolution by 
law is transforming the whole field of our know- 
ledge and opinion. It is not one order of con- 
ception which comes imder its influence, but it 
is the whole sphere of our ideas, and with them 
the whole system of our action and conduct. 
Not the physical world alone is now the domain 
of inductive science, but the moral, the intel- 
lectual, and the spiritual, are being added to 
its empire. 

**Two co-ordinate ideas pervade the vision of 
every thinker, physicist or moralist, philosopher 

b 
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or priest: in the physical and the moial world; 
in the natural and the human^ are ever seen 
two forces — inyariable rule, and continuous 
advance, law and action, order and progress : 
these two powers working harmoniously to- 
gether, and the result, inevitable sequence, 
orderly movement, irresistible growth. In the 
physical world, indeed, order is most pr<Hninent 
to our eyes: in the moral world it is progress: 
but both exist as truly in the one as ia the 
other. In the scale Of nature, as we rise from 
the inorganic to the organic, the idea of change 
becomes even more distinct; just as when we 
rise through the gradations of the moral world, 
the idea of order becomes more difficult to 
grasp. It was the last task of the astronomer 
to show eternal change even in the grand order 
of our solar system. It is the crown of philo- 
sophy to see immutable law even in the com- 
plex action of human life. In the latter, 
indeed, it is but the first germs which are clear. 
No rational thinker hopes to discover more 
than some few primary axioms of law, and 
some approximating theory of growth. Much 
is dark and contradictory. Numerous theories 
differing in method and degree are offered, nor 
do we decide between them. We insist now 
only upon this, that the principle of develop- 
ment in the moral as in the physical, has been 



PBEFACE. XIX 

definitiyely admitted: and something like a 
conception of one grand analogy through the 
whole sphere of knowledge has almost become 
a part of popular opinion. Nothing could 
more strikingly show how deeply this has pene- 
trated^ than the consideration of the two books, 
which of late years have excited the most lively 
interest in English thought. 

** Just as Mr. Darwin has introduced the prin- 
ciple of growth in one of the most rigid laws of 
the physical world, so the reception given to 
the book of Mr. Buckle has proved that public 
opinion was ripe for the admission of regular 
laws in the moral." 

The argument implied in this passage is 
based upon two propositions, which may be 
shortly stated as follows: — First, where the 
action of law and of progressive development 
is ascertained to exist, divine interposition is 
impossible ; as the Eeviewer elsewhere writes, 
*^ When once the idea is grasped of continuous 
advance in the human mind, it excludes that 
of arbitrary breaks and unnatural illuminations: 
he who understands the meaning of law, whether 
laws of matter or laws of mind, treats with 
contempt the idea of miracle in either." 

Secondly, the moral world, as well as the 
physical, is regulated by laws, and is subject to 
progressive development. 
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From which two premifuses it follows that 
mirade^ revelation, diving interference in any 
shape with the affairs of men, is impossible. 

1. Of the two propositions from which this 
conclusion is drawn, the former rests on the 
enormous assumption, that the more we become 
acquainted with the laws by which the world is 
regulated, the greater reason we hav« to deny 
the active regulative energy of God. In pro- 
portion as we see greater evidence of power and 
wisdom, we are to conclude that the machine 
acts by itself, and that the Almighty and All- 
wise has no power or no right to interfere with 
its working. "The Father of eternity may 
step in once," says a writer of the same school, 
" but it must be once for all." With the san^e 
breath a man admits ' this wonderful fabric of 
nature to be a fact, and denies the possibility 
of a miracle.* 

From the same facts we draw a very different 
conclusion. When we see in the world about 

* Of the same kind is the opinion that God does not 
or cannot employ natural agents in their ordinary work- 
ing as instruments of His moral government, and that 
consequently it is absurd to offer either prayer or praise 
to Gk)d in reference to things which are produced ac- 
cording to recognised natural laws. This is a plausible 
theory, and they who put it forth are sure of the assent 
of unbelieving and unthinking men, but it is a surrender 
of the whole principle of the €k>vemment of Gkxi. 
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U8 every day new instances of design, wonder- 
ful and unexpected adaptations of cause and 
effect: a constitution of things apparently un- 
connected and heterogeneous, all working to-* 
gether in subtle and harmonious order, we 
regard it as the work of a present, living Gbod. 
The so-called " laws of nature," are the order 
in which He is now pleased to operate. Believ- 
ing Him to. be Almighty (and who ought to 
have so high a conception of Omnipotence as 
the true man of science?) we. believe that He 
can in a moment, and by a mere exercise of 
will, chao^ all this. Let Him but speak the 
word, and all this marvellous frame will 
collapse, and a new universe,, with new forces, 
instruments, and agents, come into being. There 
have been convulsions of nature " utterly im- 
measurable and inexplicable by any faculties we 
now possess:'^* why may not such convulsions 
occur again at any moment? It is surely not 
less reasonable in the presence of an alleged 
miracle, to *^give praise unto Q-od^" than to 
reject the strongest historical testimony to such 
an event, on the sole ground that the AJmighty 
canrwt interfere with His own laws. 

We have no desiie to put away the Creator 
from us. We are thankful to. bdieve that He 
who made the world continues to. sustain and 

* Sir B; Morchison. 
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regulate it in every part of its machinery, the 
least as well as the greatest We have no 
difficulty in believing that the most common 
of natural agents, working after known and 
certain laws, may yet be used by Him for the 
discipline of His moral creatures. Nor, so long 
as the existence and Sovereign Power of Grod 
is admitted, need we shrink from believing 
that while He has given us the power of observ- 
ing the laws by which He ordinarily works. 
He has reserved to Himself the right and power 
of working, when He pleases, independently of 
those laws, and according to principles which 
we have no means of investigating. 

2. And if the Eeviewer's first assumption is 
wholly without foimdation in reason, the second 
is notoriously at variance with certain and 
acknowledged facts. The implied assertion 
that the results of moral investigation are 
analogous to those of physical science is not 
only wide of the truth, but is directly and 
palpably contrary to the truth. The progress 
of natural science is daily bringing to light 
new illustrations of the order, law, and beauty, 
which reign throughout the material world. 
Does the Eeviewer seriously assert that the 
investigations of political, social, and moral 
science show the same results? He admits, 
indeed, that we must be contented with ** some 
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few primary axioms of law, and some approxi- 
mating theory of growth." But can he point 
even to these ? Can he show that there is, in 
fact, any tendency in human nature towards 
moral amelioration ? Can he name any race 
or nation which has passed through a course 
of civilisation, apart from Christianity, with- 
out sinking gradually and surely into a state of 
moral exhaustion and degradation ? 

The Eeviewer is premature in referring to 
Mr. Darwin in support of his first proposition. 
He is still more unfortunate when he alludes 
to the reception given to the book of Mr. 
Buckle as an evidence in favour of his second ; 
for Mr. Buckle's work contains the strongest 
testimony against it. It is from beginning 
to end an admission of disorder, instead of an 
illustration of " orderly movement." 

His statistics of sin and misery, his tabu- 
lated statements of moral irregularities, his 
averages of crime — is it seriously proposed to 
compare these with the discoveries of the ex- 
quisite order and harmony of nature which re- 
sult from the labours of a Faraday or an Adams ? 
The natural philosophers will scarcely thank 
the Eeviewer if he has given his readers the 
impression that their theories of the natural 
world are similar in nature and result to Mr. 
Buckle's account of the moral. 
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Chrifitianity has no reason to fear a com- 
parison with such a philosophy as this. Men 
will not soon be induced to believe that the 
perfect harmony which is observed in the phy- 
sical world is a suj£cient proof that Grod has 
not interfered, or cannot interfere, to remedy 
the disorders of the spiritual. Still more dif- 
ficult will it be to persuade men who can read 
and reflect, that the moral world is already so 
far on the way to perfection that such inter- 
ference is not necessary. 

And though writers of this school are very 
ready to enjoy, without scruple and without 
acknowledgment, all the advantages which they 
possess from living in a Christian age and a 
Ghristiiaii community, they cannot blind others 
to the simple fact, that the Bible is directly or 
indirectly the standard of morality in this 
coimtry, and that the fluctuations of the public 
opinion on questions of morality are regulated 
by the degree in which the Christian fidth id 
realised and carried into practice. 

The two systems may be shortly compared 
in their obj-ects and principles thus: Chris- 
tianity pr6poses to supply the remedy for the 
disorders which moral science has investigated 
and registered. Christians believe that th6 
Word of Grod which called the universe into 
being at the first, and instituted that wonderful 
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order in which the material world consists, is 
the instrument by which it is His will that law 
and harmony shall be perfectly restored to the 
moral' life of mankind. The religion of Jesus 
Christ recognises in man, as the distinctive 
properties of his race, the instincts of faith, 
hope, worship, and offers them an object on 
which they may be worthily exercised. It 
thus aims at the perfection, not of an ideal 
man, to be possibly produced by the way of 
** natural selection," after infinite ages of " ir- 
i^esistible growth," but of every individual 
person^ man, woman, or child, who comes 
unde]:< its iiifluence. Its regular, normal, cer- 
tain tendency, is to make a man love Gfod 
supremely, and his neighbour better thcoi him- 
self. 

It supplies a motive and' a power to subdue 
and destroy those dispositions of dur nature 
which mar the happiness of men and of Hditions, 
and reduce reasonable creatures below the 
level of brutes, such as lust, avarice, malice; 
while it impaifts ail those affections which are 
good and G-odlike, peace, goodwill,^ Reverence, 
gratitude, and love. 

The new philoBophy, fo* which the Eeviewer 
invites us to abandon Christianity, bids us at 
the outset extinguish hope, faith, and the 
instinct of worship, forasmuch as no worthy 
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object of these afifections has yet been found. 
No wonder the invitation is expressed in omi- 
nous words. " The sense of despair," he writes, 
" the shudder of the mind, the tearing up of 
dear associations, the agony of the family, have 
darkened the picture of every religious con- 
vulsion; it must be endured." 

Grod is declared to bear no part in the con- 
cerns of men, to have no authority over His 
material creatures, no interest in the moral 
world. Man is but the highest present develop- 
ment of animal life. The species is advancing 
by infinitesimal steps towards a higher position 
in the scale; but for the millions of living, 
dying men and women who ask what is to 
become of them, there is no answer of hope. 
In the self-evolving process of the moral nature 
they are failures to be cast aside and perish, 
while the favoured few in each generation are 
selected as links in the chain of progressive 
improvement* There is no gospel here for the 
poor, the ignorant, the self-convicted sinner; 
no promise to encourage, no motive to stimu- 
late, and not a whisper of love either in heaven 
or earth to throw a ray of light into the dark- 
ness of this suffering, sin -stricken, restless 
world. 

There are difficulties in belief, often exceed- 
ingly distressing to those who, nevertheless. 
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cannot but believe ; but they are utterly insig- 
nificant compared with those which surround 
such a system as this. It is sometimes hard 
to believe what Grod has revealed of Himself, 
but it is infinitely harder, requiring indeed fer 
more than average credulity, to believe that 
God has made us what we are, with these 
capacities for faith, and love, and worship, and 
not revealed Himself to us at all. The diffi- 
culties of believing may be a thousandfold 
greater than they are before they induce us to 
adopt so dreary, so repulsive, so impossible a 
system. 

And our strength, after all, is in this one 
word, we bdieve. They who take the simple 
course of rejecting all revelation, flatter them- 
selves that they get rid of all doubts and all 
perplexities : but, in fact, they only postpone 
them, — their difficulties begin where ours end. 
Meantime we shall be content to wait, satisfied 
that if this counsel be of God, no man can 
overthrow it, and confident that, as long as 
England has the free use of the Bible, infidelity 
ydll continue to be regarded as a folly and a 
disgrace, and that the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
will be found by many a yearning heart, and 
many a restless mind, to be still the power 
OF God unto salvation to every one that 

BELIEVETH. 
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SERMONS, 

SEEMON L 
THE TBUE GOD. 

Jomf , xvii. 3. 

''This is life Vernal, that they might know Thee, the 
only true God.*' 

To know tie troe God is the sum of dil know- 
ledge -r^ it is essential to the wellbeing of 
mankind. Without this knowledge all worship 
is vain^ and all efforts for the elevation of our 
moral mature are thrown away. 

Therefore, for you who have made up your 
minds to live a life of worship, and to aim at 
moral conformity with God, it is necessary, 
i^t of all, to be sure that you have the true 
idea of God. I invite you to-day to give your 
attention to this great and serious subject; 
look at it as a subject about which it is your 

B 
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right and your duty to be satisfied once for alL 
Come to it with reverence and humility ; but 
do not shrink firom it. And if you already 
have felt any difficulties in what you have 
heard, or read, or thought about GFod, consider 
that now is the time to bring these difficulties 
to the light, and set them to rest, if so it may 
be, for ever. The questions which present 
themselves to a boy's mind in its earliest work- 
ing, and which he is disposed to put aside as 
too simple and familiar for serious consideration, 
are almost sure to contain the germ of those 
thoughts which make the real difficulties of 
belief in after life. They should Jbe met as 
they arise, and so the truth will oe strongly 
and permanently established in your minds. 

And when I encourage you to draw near 
and see this great sight, do not think that I 
forget the bounds which Qtod Himself has set 
to our thoughts, or propose presumptuously to 
intrude into those things which He has kept 
secret. Two things must be borne in mind 
while we pursue this subject, Ist, That the 
history and the present state of the world show 
very plainly that there is no natural faculty in 
man, by which, unaided, he can attain to the 
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knowledge of the trae Gt>d. 2dl7^ That it is 
yet evidently the will of Otod that we should 
know Him^ because all His direct communica- 
tions and dealings with men have had the 
avowed object of declaring to us His real cha- 
racter. 

While, then, on the one hand, we careftdly 
avoid the foolish presumption of those who 
amuse themselves with idle speculations on the 
Divine nature, measuring it by the span of their 
own conceptions, and forcing it into verbal 
definitions, we may yet, as indeed we are bound 
to do, examine, and ponder, and realise with all 
attainable clearness of apprehension, that cha* 
racter of God which He has set before us in 
various relations. " The secret things belong 
unto the Lord our God ; but thpse things which 
are revealed belong unto us and to our children 
for ever." 

You must, then, lay down this rule for your- 
selves at the outset — all that you can know of 
God is what it pleases Him to teach you in one 
way or other. Your own understanding is to 
be faithfully and conscientiously employed in 
receiving and interpreting His revelation. But 
it must not presume to sit in judgment upon 
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it. It is not safe to trust to your reason or 
your moral instincts in judging on such a 
matter; to say, ''This or that must be true, 
because my reason declares it to be so ; or this 
or that is certainly false, because my moral 
sense protests against it." What you want is 
truth, independent of your own mind — a word 
and a law by which your reason and your moral 
perception may be regulated and taught to 
judge aright 

See, therefore, and consider what G-od tells 
you of Himself. He speaks to you in His 
works—as the Creator and Preserver of the 
world in which you live; and He speaks to 
you in His word — as yowr Maker, Master, 
Saviour, Judge. His absolute easence no man 
may comprehend — He has revealed Himself to 
us only under certain relations. You may 
therefore regard Him, as in fact men do regard 
Him, in two very different lights. You may 
think of Him as He is in relation to all His 
other creatures— -and you may think of Him 
as He is in relation to you. 

I assure you, it makes all the difference 
in the world, in which of these lights you 
learn habitually to think of Him. 
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' So long as men can put aside their own 
concerns with Gtod, and regard Him only as 
the Creator, Sustainer,Gt>vemor of the material 
and animal world, there is little difference of 
opinion among them — ^no difficulty of belief* 
All acknowledge that He is of " infinite power, 
wisdom, and goodness," and that He exercises 
these attributes in maintaining the wonderful 
order to which His absolute decree appointed 
all His creatures at the first 

We are every day, as you know, finding 
firesh reason to adore the wisdom, power, and 
goodness of God as the Creator, for every day 
is adding to our knowledge of the several parts 
of the great system in the midst of which we 
live ; and every step which science takes leads 
to new illustrations of theimiversallaw of order, 
according to which all the creatures of Ood 
hold the place and do the work for which He 
appointed them. The telescope on the one 
hand, and the microscope on the other, are 
continually enlarging the ground of our observ-* 
ation: while our minds are still bewildered 
with the vain attempt to conceive the vast 
dimensions of our own world, we hear of other 
worlds and other systeuos, and again, of systems 
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and worlds beyond^ far transcending our own in 
magnitude, already countless in number, and 
overwhelming the mind of the observer by the 
sense of infinity. At the same time, the power 
which is given us of examining the minutest 
forms of animal existence, and the most inti- 
mate structures of organic life, is daily extend- 
ing, beyond the reach of description or imagi-^ 
nation, our opportunities of examining and 
ascertaining the method after which it has 
pleased the Creator to work. 

And the regular, unfailing result of all the 
discoveries of human science is to give us fresh 
reason to adore the power, and the wisdom, and 
the beneficence of Crod. 

Here and there we may meet with those to 
whom these discoveries of the wonderful laws 
by which God works, the beautiful harmony of 
creation, serve as a plea for unbelief; suggest 
that so perfect a mechanism needs no present 
Director ; that a system so complete, if it is 
not self-originating, may be regarded as at 
least self-supporting and independent. 

But, in general, the more men learn of the 
wotks of Grod, the more disposed they are to 
recognise His presence, and His controlling. 
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legulating^ sustainmg will. And they to whom 
it is given to have an inaight at once wide^ and 
deep^ and comprehencdve into the structure of 
the universe^ enjoy a singular satisfaction in 
observing the exact order which is maintained 
throughout, the perfect obedience which all 
His creatures render in their respective places 
to this will. From the almost invisible tribe 
whose world is a drop of water, to the vast 
bodies that whirl through space in countless 
circles, all have their appointed place, and work, 
and structure, and all fulfil with unerring pre* 
cision the law of their existence. 

You may thus contemplate Crod, as pre- 
siding over a beautiful and perfect system, 
with satisfaction, with calm enjoyment, it may 
be even with indifference, as a mere bystander 
at a brilliant spectacle. 

But think of Him as He is to yov,, and 
suddenly His whole aspect is transformed ; all 
your feelings are changed. You can no longer 
find the enjoyment of an indifferent spectator : 
uneasy sensations arising out of your peculiar 
relations with Grod disturb your mind and 
agitate your heart You are oppressed when you 
feel His presence, and His eye upon you. You 
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have lost the view you lately poBsessed of God^ 
tfaat aspect of regtdative wisdom and parental 
love which He bote as the Director of a world 
of order and beauty; the form of His counte-^ 
nance is changed; He is not to us as He is 
to the rest of His cteatures ; we must find new 
attributes, new names for Him. 

How is this ? Why is it so easy, &o pleasant 
to look upon Him as the G-od of nature; so 
hard, so terrible to iMok of Him as our Grod ? 
It is because of the one great secret, tibat the 
eoDscience of mankind has to tell : our state is 
exceptional; we are sinners; we alone have 
broken the law, and departed from Chod; 
while all other creatures, as far as we can see^ 
have kept the law of their being, and continue 
to give glory to their Maker. Therefore, while 
they rejoice in the presence of Grod^ we shrink 
from Him in disgrace. 

Hence arise feelings of guilty of shame, of 
fear> of hatred at the thought of Crod; and 
hence those attributes of Crod whioh can only 
be conceived as existing in Him relatively to a 
fallen, Rebellious rAoe« That which is wrong 
must be made straight; disorder cannot be 
tolerated in His kingdom : you have learnt this 
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eren fronsi His natural govenunent. It is a 
guilty conscience which taught Ma, even before 
He revealed it> that he is a holy Gtod, a just 
Cbd, a jecUaue God : nay, ** our Crod is a con- 
suming fire." 

Here, then, is the pressing matter for us; 
not what God is to the angels, to the heay^y 
bodies, to the ammal kingdom; but what 
He is to its: to you or you, who are now 
longing to know how to get near Him, to 
serve Him and to love Him. 

When this view of God presses on our sight, 
we feel that we cannot spare a thought for His 
creative power, for His beneficent government* 

He is holy, and our hearts tell us we are 
imclean. 

He is a Buler who requires order and obedi- 
ence, and we are rebels* 

He is just, and we are sitmenu 

And let it not be said that in thus describing 
what God is to us, we are giving Him a new 
oheu*acter, or investing Him with qualities in- 
consistent with His absolute perfection^ We 
believe that He is eternal, immoveable, un- 
diangeable — not to be affected or altered by 
the act of any of His creatures — the change is 
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in us ; and that change has caused those very 
attributes of Grod, which are in themselves 
loYely^ admirable^ adorable^ to be to us the 
grounds of our terror and aversion. It is the 
very brightness of His holiness which is de- 
struction to sin; it is the perfection of His 
government which will endure no disorder ; it 
is His infinite love before which rebellion and 
ingratitude shrink confounded and abashed. 

And it is no new idea that the same agent 
may be life to one^ death to another. What is 
there in the material world more pure in itself, 
more beneficent in its operations, than light ? 
We have read of human bodies which had 
lain for many centuries in the darkness of the 
grave, without a sign of decay, in the apparent 
freshness and purity of life : yet on the first 
admission of the light of heaven, they have 
failed under the test and crumbled into dust. 
Does this suggest to us the idea that light has 
changed its nature, and is become a malignant 
agent of evil ? Does it not rather add a new 
testimony to its inherent purity and its activity 
for good, that as it is in the ordinary course of 
things a source of life and health to all that 
come under its operation, so is it essentially 
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destructive of everything that would introduce 
into its kingdom disorder and corruption ? 

And it is a truths sad and humiliating no 
dpubt, that we are in the presence of &od as 
these dead Bodies. He is to us as the pure 
light whose searching ray we cannot endure for 
a moment. 

When we are safe in the eternal kingdom of 
Grod, restored to our right place in creation, 
never to fall from it more, seeing Crod as the 
angels see Him, yet with feelings which angelis 
will never share, then will His majesty^ and 
His glory, and His Fatherly love, occupy all our 
thoughts and fill all our hearts. 

But now, and especially now that we want 
to know Him truly, that we may also know 
how to serve and please Him, it will be right 
and wise to concentrate our thoughts on that 
character of Crod which He presents to us — a 
character which is plainly and consistently 
revealed not only in His written word, |^but in 
the order also of His natural government. 

He is a holy &od, and He is a just Gtod* 

, But I hear some one remonstrate, "May we 

not also say a loving Crod?'* I must beware 

what I say. " God so loved the world, that 
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He sent Hia only*begotten Son to die for the 
world.'' Yes^ ^^In this was manifeBted the 
love of Cbd." In Ghriet, He is a loving €rod 
too, and those who are in Christ know it fall 
well; He is their very life: but apart £rom 
Christ, to those who will not believe, who 
refdse to accept His offer of reconciliation, to 
the mere child of Adam, how can I say that 
He is a Gtod of love? He has never revealed 
Himself so to them. When they have been left 
to their own devices, they have never imagined 
Him such. 

I find in the theology of the world gods of 
power, wisdom, art : gods of pleasure, lust, and 
passion, but no Gtod. of love. 

If He is a Grod of love to the natural man, 
where are the evidences of it ? They must be 
sought either in the acts of Qod towards men, 
or in their instinctive feelings towards Him. 

In the actual government of Ood I find 
many traces of displeasure, but no trace of that 
love extended to all mankind as such, which He 
specially promises to those who believe in 
Christ. Unless, indeed, we are contented with 
the bare permission to share with the lower 
creatures the enjoyments of animal life. There 
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are some, it is true, who argue as if ibis were 
enough for them ; but^ in so doing, they volnn* 
tarily abdicate their higher nature and privi* 
leges, and disclaim all title to a special place 
as the children and heirs of Q-od. 

In the history of the world we find one long- 
eontinued tale of strife and confusion, suffering 
and disease, and the inevitable, inexorable con« 
elusion of death summing up the story of each 
man's short life, and yet a God of order, of 
wisdom, of mercy, ruling over all. It can only 
be that He is letting us gather the firuit of our 
own sins, teaching us to know what a grievous 
thing it is to break one of the laws of the Most 
High. At one time by sending swift destnic** 
Hon on the world, at another by letting men 
alone in their sins, G-od reveals Himself to man 
in displeasure, and not at all in love, except in 
that universal, all-*embracing ofier of pardon and 
restoration which He makes to us in Christ. 

And I fear we shall find no better evidence 
of the love of God if we question the natural 
heart. The instinct of every child of Adam 
teaches him to fear God and to avoid Him. I 
Bfeak of ''the only true God:" for it is this 
instinctive fear and aversion which has led to 
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all idolatry^ all false conceptions of God's 
character. They do not like to retain God in 
their thoughts^ and so they make for themselyes 
gods more congenial to their own nature and 
their own desires^ and set them up in their 
hearts to worship them. 

In what I have now said, I believe I have 
given you, as far as it goes, a true representation 
of the character in which God reveals Himself 
in Scripture, as well as in that actual daily 
government under which we all live. 

When He made man at first. He made him 
good and upright, like His other works — He 
gave him a place, a work, and a law. And He 
attached a penalty to the breach of that law. 

When man broke His law, and forfeited his 
place in the scale of creation, God did not 
utterly destroy him, but ordained a way by 
which he might be restored, and from thence- 
forth treated him at once as a fallen being, 
and as one to whom restoration was possible. 
Throughout the Bible, mankind is spoken of 
as being actually under God's displeasure, 
and God is described as He is in relation 
to a fallen and rebellious race. His good- 
ness and His love are only represented as 
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they are exhibited in the material worlds or in 
Hie own chosen people. 

This is a great and a serious matter. I 
commend it to your thoughtful consideration, 
with a hearty prayer that the Holy Spirit will 
take of the things of God and make you under- 
stand them — showing you both how the truth 
is, and how right and fit it is that it should be 
so — teaching you first of all to regard God as a 
holy God and a just, and giving you assurance 
that you will yet find in Him a living, inex- 
haustible fountain of Love, if you are willing to 
return to your right place and become His 
children again in His eternal Son. 



16 



SEBMON 11. 
WHAT IS MAN! 

Ps. yiii. 4, ft 

'< What is Qum, that ihou art mindfal of him 1 or th^ 

son of man, that thou visitest him ? 
*^ For thou hast made him. a little lower than the angels, 

and bast crowned him with glory and honour.'* 

Thbiri: is a neceasary connection between the 
knowledge of Crod wd the knowledge of our-* 
selves. The revelation which tells us the truth 
concerning Ood^ tells us at the same time the 
truth concerning man ; and the more clearly we 
apprehend the complete idea of the Divine 
character^ the more correctly do we estimate 
the true position of human nature. 

The will of Q-od, as fisir as it is known to us, 
is the standard of right ; and we cannot even 
make the attempt to ascertain this^ without^ at 
the same time, measuring ourselves by it. And 
thus, even if there had been no express decla- 
ration on the part of G-od, of what man is in 
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His sight ; if the Bible had been only a revela* 
tion of God Himself ^ it would have taught us 
and made us feel what we are. 

And this surely it is essential that we should 
know. We cannot seriously and intelligently 
set about the work which God has given us to 
dOj without understanding who and what we 
are^ what we are made for^ what we may aim 
at and hope for^ what are our powers and capa- 
cities. For as^ on the one hand^ many perplex- 
ing questions are suggested to us in regard to 
the nature and attributes of GoAy so also very 
many doubts arise from the mysterious^ com- 
plicated nature of mankind^ the strange mixture 
of good and evil^ the capacity for the highest 
excellence and happiness, with the sad tendency 
to sin and wretchedness, the inward conscious- 
ness of an immortal nature, and the bondage 
under whidi the whole race lies to the wants and 
infirmities of animal life. 

Indeed, it is possible that the nature and the 
actual condition of the human race is as often a 
ground of unbelief, as anything that is directly 
revealed of the ch»acter and government of 
God. 

I shall try, by the blessing of God, to put 

c 
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this question before you^ in such a manner as 
to help you in your purpose of devoting your- 
selves worthily to the service of God — to lower, 
perhaps, the estimate you may have formed of 
your actual condition ; but to raise greatly, I 
hope, your thoughts of the capacities of your 
nature, and the ends for which you are what 
you are. 

Our thoughts on this point will be simple 
and practical. The general question, '^ What is 
man, and to what end was he placed on the 
earth ?" involves the yet more direct and im- 
portant question for each of us, '^What am /, 
and why am I where I am, and what I am 
this day?" 

Men are very keen in their inquiries, and 
very distinct in their conclusions, when they set 
themselves to investigate the nature and consti- 
tution of other orders of G-od's creatures. From 
the structure of a plant or an animal, and from 
the position in which it is placed, they show the 
end for which it was created, and take delight 
in observing how exactly it is adapted to fill the 
place, and to accomplish the purpose, for which 
it was evidently appointed; and, in most cases, 
as soon as we have made ourselves sufficiently 
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acquamted with the subject under obseiratLon^ 
it is not difficult to assign to it its precise pe- 
tition and work* 

But this is not so easy when we come to 
examine ourselves: and that not only because 
it is naturally less difficult to draw correct con- 
clusions about others than about ourselves^ but 
because there is evidently something in the 
nature of man which baffles inquiry, and 
defeats every attempt which philosophy can 
make to assign his proper place and natural 
functions* 

Still we need not despair. G-od has given 
us feculties by which, if we use them aright, we 
may attain to a knowledge of the truth respect-^ 
ing ourselves as well as respecting Him ; and 
the same revelation which gives us that know- 
ledge of the true God, which is life eternal, 
enables us at the same time to know our- 
selves. 

Now that which chiefly perplexes us when we 
come to examine and describe the nature of 
man, is the great variety, the actual contrariety 
of his qualities and endowments. We may, in- 
deed, dwell wholly on one side or the other of 
his nature, and regard him either as the most 
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beautifnl and excellent of the works of Ot>d ; 
*' 80 noble in reason, so infinite in Realties, the 
beauty of the world, the paragon of animals;'' 
or, on the other hand, as feeble and comipt, 
hopelessly disabled by a kind of moral paralysis^ 
incapable of smy course of Ufe that is truly and 
permanently good. For, indeed, there is that in 
our nature as it is now which makes either view 
possible. We <vre capable, on the one hand, of 
taking our place among the higher orders of 
Ood^s spiritual creation, while we have a &tal 
tendency to sink to the level, and below the 
level, of the very beasts of the field. It is the 
compound nature, containing both these capa- 
cities, which makes us stand alone, a marvel 
and a riddle in the midst of the works of Gt>d. 

Let it be granted that we have many things 
in common with the animal creation ; in other 
words, that when Crod placed man upon the 
earth, to be its lord and master. He made hixst 
subject to the conditions of an earthly existence : 
so that to some minds our bodily organisation, 
our necessities, our appetites, our passions, sug- 
gest the humiliating thought that we may be, 
after all, but the laiETt link in the chain of pro- 
gressive animal life. 
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Yet we are taught that man was made in the 
likeness of G-od^ that, even in his present mani* 
festly imperfect state, he can converse with 
Grod and receive communications from Him, 
Nay, that the eternal Son of God took upon 
Him this, our material nature, that He might 
renew us after the Divine image, and restore us 
to our proper life. 

And we have an inner witness that strongly 
confirms the revelation of God, and loudly 
protests against the degrading thought that we 
are but animals of a higher class. Even 
without the help of revelation, all those who 
have been able to rise above the world of 
sense, have agreed in believing that we have in 
us also a spiritual life, the germ of an eternal 
existence. 

Accordingly, the true account of human 
nature, and the only accotmt which satisfies 
our reason and moral instinct, is that which 
we gather from the statements of the Bible. 
Man is the result of a separate act of creation, 
occupying his own peculiar place in the 
world, distinct from the order of spirits, in 
that he is designed and organised for a life 
of sense on this earth; equally distinct from 
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the highest order of animals, by the possession 
of mind, soul, and spirit, and the capacity of 
communion with God now and to all eternity. 
The body, with all its conditions and attributes, 
is to be regarded as a temporary abode, an 
earthly tabernacle, as St. Paul describes it; 
the spwit is the man, and in the fiill enjoyr 
ment of the spiritual life consists the realiza* 
tion of the proper nature of man and the true 
end of his being. For in speaking of a being 
so compounded as man, in whom a higher life 
and a lower are so strangely mixed, we are 
surely bound to ccdl that his true nature which 
is his best nature — that the true end of his 
being which is its highest end ; and the work 
of Christian philosophy is to separate, as far as 
may be, the spiritual from the animal nature, 
to purify the soul from the dross of sensuality, 
to forget that man, the living soul, is tied 
for a time to this body of death, and to realize 
beforehand the freedom, and joy, and happiness 
of the spiritual life, which shall be fully ex- 
perienced when our earthly house of this taber- 
nacle is dissolved, and when we take pos- 
session of the house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens. This is the thought 
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which gives life to those glowing words of St. 
Paul, when he declares that henceforth he will 
know no man after the flesh ; yea, if he have 
known Christ after the flesh, yet now hence- 
forth he will know him (under that disgoise) 
no more. 

But there is another truth which must be 
brought out into strong light, and kept well in 
view, if we desire to form a true and complete 
estimate of our own nature. Man is not what 
he was; there are marks of ruin about him; 
the very struggle which we are conscious of 
between good and evil, the very capacity 
for the highest excellence and happiness on 
the one hand, or the lowest misery and degra- 
dation on the other, united in the same being, 
indicate disorder. God surely did not create 
man so imlike all His other works, so great and 
jarring a contrast to a universe of order, with 
so many gifts and qualifications fitting him to 
be the likeness and the glory of God, and yet 
always coming short, going astray, ignorant of 
his proper aim, or utterly unable to attain it — 
a shame and a wonder to the other works of 
God, instead of their pride and excellency. 

God did not surely design that the flesh 
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should be always lusting against the spirit — 
the animal nature in a thousand ways rebelling^ 
and domineering over the spiritual. There 
must have been a time when the whole man 
was subject to the law of Crod^ and fulfilled the 
end of his being; and something must have 
interrened^ some disaster must have occurred, 
to disarrange the beautiful work, and leave it 
in its present imperfect, disordered condition. 

The word of God declares to us what this 
disaster was, and our consciences admit the 
truth of this authoritative declaration ; and it is 
to man, as thus fallen from his true place, and 
yet capable of being restored to it — dis- 
organised, yet capable of being brought again 
to order — that the revelation of G-od's character 
and His law is addressed. 

We must not lose sight of this, lest, on the 
one hand, we forget what is our true condition 
and highest life, and so contentedly rest on a 
level with the beasts that perish, or, on the 
other, forget that we are fallen, and delude 
ourselves with the vain hope that, as we are, 
without a new exertion of God's restoring 
power, we can please Him and satisfy the high 
requirements of our being as men. 
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We are^ indeed, to remember that, for the 
present, our work ia to be done here, in the 
flesh, and through the flesh. We are to use 
the present world, and to enjoy the present 
world, to the honour of Him who made it for 
us, and placed us in it; but here or hereafter, 
our true life, because our best life, is spiritual, 
and our members, as St. Paul speaks — that 
is, our bodily and mental constitution, reason, 
and aflections — are to be employed as instru- 
ments in the service of the spiritual and 
eternal. 

Here, again, I have only been expressing in 
another form that view of our nature which is 
presented to us throughout the word of God. 
Is not, indeed, the whole Bible, as far as it 
is a revelation to us of our own true cha- 
racter, a history of the conflict between the flesh 
and the spirit, whether as it is displayed in 
the heart of an individual man, or as it is 
brought out in the history of families, nations, 
churches? 

The words of the Lord, when He lays down 
the broad distinction, "That which is bom of the 
flesh is flesh, and that which is bom of the 
Spirit is spirit," and the repeated assertion of 
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His apostle^ St. Paul^ that the two natures are 
essentially distinct and contrary the one to the 
other^ are but a summary of Divine truth, as 
it was before embodied in the history and, expe- 
rience of all Grod's servants. 

Now, try to make this doctrine your own, 
let it help you to shape your thoughts aright 
on the great question between God and your- 
selves. You see the necessity of gaining a 
knowledge of the true Grod : consider whether 
it is not also necessary, if you are to serve Him 
in the right way, that you should get a distinct 
apprehension of the nature He has given you, 
the place He has put you in, the powers He 
has furnished you with, and the work He 
requires of you. That which I have been con- 
sidering as a general question is of the nearest 
concern to each of you, especially to those 
whom I am immediately addressing. 

It is a subject which is within the compre- 
hension of every one of you, and which bears 
as directly on the daily life of any boy of fifteen 
or sixteen years of age in this school, as on that 
of the mature man in the great world. 

You have to bear in mind — 

1. That you have in you faculties and powers 
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by which you may exercise and enjoy a life, 
such as that of the angels, with Ood, and 
like God. May I not assume that every one 
of you is conscious of this, — that he feels the 
pulsation of this life even now within him, and 
knows that if he will follow the leading of the 
Divine Spirit, and set his face in the right 
course, he will attain to the complete realization 
of it? 

And I know that you are all sadly conscious 
of tendencies and impulses only too active, 
which are at work to draw you in the other 
direction, pressing you downward, and tempt- 
ing you to forego the glorious restoration 
which is oflfered you, and to content your- 
selves with the short-lived enjoyment of an 
animal existence* 

Eemember, again, that is the true nature of 
every creature which is its best nature — that 
the true end of its being which is the highest 
end. 

Therefore beware of a life of aeneuality — 
beware of a life of aeljishneas — beware of a life 
of vai/aglory — beware of allowing yourselves 
to find your place, your work, your reward, in 
this world, and among men. As long as you 
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do this^ you are yoluntarily descending from 
your high place — nay, relinquishing your true 
place — and acquiescing in the humiliation 
which has been prepared for you by the enemy 
of God and man. Use this present world, 
enjoy thankfully the springtime of life, with all 
the gifts of our gracious God. He permits 
even the unthankful and evil to find pleasure 
in the world; He rejoices that His own children 
should do so. But never for a moment consent 
to recognise in any worldly enjoyments or 
engagements the true work of your life. 

Beware, too, of resting content in the exercise 
of the highest faculties of your nature on tempo- 
rary and worldly objects. Your reason and 
conscience are given you to enable you to know 
God, and understand His communications; 
your affections are designed to lead you to 
Him, and to connect you with Him. It is 
an abuse of your nature if you allow any 
mental or moral faculty to find its chief end 
and employment in any earthly object what- 
soever. 

JBear in mind, further, that you are naturally 
incapable of fulfilling your real work ; that you 
are under God's displeasure, in need of for- 
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giveneas and restoration. This implies strong 
feelings and strong exertions ; it is this natural 
condition that gives scope to prayer, to faith^ 
to hope, and that makes the Christian so differ- 
ent in character and in life from another. He 
is ever in a state of conflict, increasingly sensible 
of the body of death which cleaves to him, dis- 
contented with what he is, ever striving to rise 
to a higher level, while the other is letting him- 
self go with the stream, easily and dreamily 
subsiding to a lower level. But the one is only 
trying to play his right part as a man, the 
other is wilfully transforming himself into 
something far lower than man. 

Look about you — is there one among you 
who is evidently working after a higher life — 
who prays, who thvriksy who controls hvmsdf 
— who encourages in himself those habits and 
tempers which are like Christ, and strives to 
get rid of all that is imholy and unlovely in 
God's sight? 

And is there another by his side who lives a 
life of pleasure, who flatters himself in his own 
eyes that the way to enjoy life is to reject the 
high things for which Grod has destined him, 
and be satisfied with the portion, the work, and 
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the pleasure of a mere ammal life ? If you see 
two such among you^ judge between them^ not 
which is the better, which the wiser in the long 
run, but which of these two has learnt to 
know his true nature and the true end of his 
existence. 



31 



SEEMON IIL 

SIN. 

1 John, iii 4. 
'^ Sin is the transgression of the law." 

SiK is that which has brought us to the state 
in which we find ourselves — ^which has marred 
the work of G-od, and set mankind at enmity 
with Him. It becomes us, therefore, to con- 
sult the Word of God, and to question our own 
hearts, that we may be able to form a right 
conception of sin — know what it is — notice 
its sure effects, and thankfully apply the one 
effectual remedy which God has provided for it. 
I must endeavour, with G-od's help, so to 
treat this grave subject, that while your atten- 
tion is drawn to the general character and 
bearing of sin, you may not forget your own 
close personal concern in the matter: that 
whatever is said of sin as the universal disease 
of mankind, may be felt to be true of your own 
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sin^ and lead you to think with shame and 
sorrow on every act, and word, and thought, 
which your own conscience at each stage in 
your spiritual growth pronounces to be of the 
nature of sin. 

I. Of the origin of sin, as of evil in general, we 
can say nothing. Whence came the will and 
the power that could interfere with the work 
of the Almighty, no man can tell. It is one of 
the secret things of which philosophy has many 
times tried to suggest an explanation, but 
always in vain, and always to her own loss. 
We must let it alone for ever. 

Scripture, too, is absolutely silent on this 
point. The existence of evil is assumed in 
the story of the fall, ** The Serpent was more 
subtle than any beast of the field.^ 

II. But that there is such a thing as dn — 
let us be stire of this — and that it really exists 
as it is described in Scripture; that is to say, as 
a disease introduced into our nature since the 
creation of man, as involving guilt, and mat- 
ing punishment. « 

However familiar this account of sin may be 
to us, however ready we may be to accept it as 
the true account, there are undoubtedly many 
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who refuse to accept it. And, indeed, it is a 
strange and wonderful statement, not to be 
received without fiill consideration. 

No otiber order of Grod's creatures, as far as 
we can observe, is liable to any such condition. 
Other animals follow the instincts of their kind 
in many various directions; and we call one 
cunning, tmd another l^old ; one cowardly, and 
aaiother cruel, borrowing names for them from 
our own vices ; but no man thinks X)f attaching 
Jbhe idea of ein to them or to their deeds. 

In man. alone the Scripture declares that sin 
-ecdsts ; thatitis not part of his original nature ; 
that it is universal ; and that it implies guilt. 
And^the conscience of mankind bears direct and 
xsoncluflive testimony to the truth of the Word 
flf «God. No nation has yet been discovered 
in which there is not a recognised distinction 
between ri^t and wrong, apart from any 
jBxtemal laws or institutions, and in reference 
solely to some rule of which conscience is the 
exponent. 

Ill, What, then, is sin ? 

** Sin is the ftransgf essioh of the law." 

This is one of those texts whidh we are 
tempted to put aside as mere truisms. But 

B 
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the simplest truths though it may be long laid 
aside and almost forgotten, will find its use at 
last. And these words are now of infinite 
importance for our purpose, and with a view to 
the present direction of thought amongst us. 
I wish I could make you feel their full mean- 
ing and point. 

** Sin is the transgression of the law.'* 

Then we have a law, — a law proper to us, as 
moral beings, as men ; and the transgression of 
that law is sin. Other creatures of Crod, too, 
have their laws, proper to their kinds, and they 
do not sin, because they do not transgress their 
own laws. 

The law of our moral life, like all the other 
laws of Grod, is framed by Grod and declared by 
G-od ; it is the expression of the mind and will 
of Grod as it respects mankind ; of the concep- 
tion which He had formed when He said, ^' Let 
us make man." However communicated to us, 
it is this law by which our lives are to be 
guided, it is the transgression of this law which 
is sin. 

It is, therefore, only a perverse ingenuity, and 
an unwise delusion, which would make a man's 
own conscience the highest appeal in matters 
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of right and wrong, which says, "that only is 
sinful to a man which his own conscience con- 
demns." Think of the fluctuations in this 
standard — how it varies according to age, 
coimtry, temperament, education, — how, even 
in the same man, it will change its measure 
from day to day, with the circumstances which 
surround him, and the emotions of his own 
heart Think, too, what tricks a man can play 
with his conscience, how utterly imfit he is to 
he trusted with the key of that which is to 
regulate his eternal destinies. 

You cut at the root of all morality, and you 
violate the universal analogy of nature, if you 
say that the measure of right and wrong is in 
yourself. The other animals, indeed, follow 
their own instinct, and do not sin, because 
their instinct is in harmony with the purpose 
and the law of God. And man, the moral 
being, will then have a sure inward guide in 
his own moral instinct when he has gained the 
final victory over sin, and when his conscience 
shall keep true and perfect time with that 
external will of which it is at present the 
imperfect witness. 

As man now is, the Bible declares, and rea- 
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flion assents to the dedaration, that the law of 
God is our rule of right and wrong, and 'fhat 
the transgression of that law is sin. 

Let conscience hold its proper place, and do 
its proper work in our moral life. It is the 
witness of the law of Crod. It bears witnesB^ 
true or false, according as we use it, and we are 
responsible if it leads us astray. It is capable 
of judging aright; it can and does recognize 
that which is right, and true, and beautifiil; 
it knows the voice of God when He speaks to 
it, and is bound to give His message to our 
hearts. 

The apostle confidently appeals to it> '^by 
manifestation of the truth commending him- 
self to every man's conscience in the sight of 
God." Even the iieathen hs^e thiB injwwd 
witness to an established law, and wiU be 
judged according to it. 

As a measure of right in this secondary 
sense, and as the exponent of the will of God, 
conscience admits of various d^cees of accuracy. 
There are weak consciences, and there are 
consciences seared as with a hot iron. There 
are those who, under the teaching of the Holy 
Ghost, have their consciences highly exercised 
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in the discernment of good and eyil ; that is, 
come near even now to read and interpret the 
law of God according to its real purport and 
His complete will : there are others whom Gx>d 
in His anger has given over to a reprobate 
mind, ^^ giving them statutes which are not 
good, and judgments whereby they may not 
Uve.*^ 

But in general, and in every particular case, 
it is the positive law of Q-od, read by us in the 
acts of His providence and in the word of His 
revelation, and interpreted to our hearts by 
His own Spirit, which determines the right and 
the wrong. 

By this law we shall be judged ; the trans- 
gression of this law is sin. 

Such was the sin of Eve, by which a sinfol 
nature was entailed upon her seed ; and such is 
all sin and every sin, whatevcar be its peculiar 
fonn and character. 

And there is no practical difficulty here ; 
the servant of Grod will not oRegk find it hard 
to determine what is^ and what is not, sin. 
What are called difficult cases of conscience 
are, in fact, of very rare occurrence, and even 
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for them the Bible supplies us with an easy ieuid 
certain solution. 

Practically to you, in your daily life here, the 
law of Grod is well known and clearly defined. 
Unless you are grossly dishonest to yourselves 
and tamper with your consciences, you find no 
diflSculty in particular cases in knowing what 
is right or wrong, — in short, what is sin in Grod's 
sight. 

But, remember, that if years of sensuality, 
falsehood, hypocrisy, shall hereafter have so 
warped your moral standard, that it no more 
tells truth, but calls good evil, and evil good, 
that will not alter the eternal truth. 

The mind of God and the law of God is 
constant, and this is the imalterable rule. By 
this you will be measured and condemned, and 
the first witness against you will be your con- 
science ; not that feeble and false utterance of 
a disordered heart which you have wrongfully 
placed on the throne, but the conscience that 
once spoke the truth to you ; the first remon- 
strance — the early voice — which would have 
led you right, and you would not hear it nor be 
led by it. 
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rV. Notice now the principal effects of sin 
on the constitution and condition of man. 

The first is, Eatrcungement from Grod. 

It was the highest and noblest privilege of 
man as the latest work of Grod, that he should 
enjoy free communion with His Maker; that 
he shoiddbe able to hold intercourse with Him, 
and that he should find his chief happiness 
therein ; the immediate effect of sin was to 
break off this intercourse, and until the cause 
of interruption should be removed, to make it 
impossible. 

And this estrangement is mutual. It e'^hibits 
itself on the part of man in a sense of shame, 
attended by a fear of Grod unknown before, and 
even an aversion to His presence and His voice. 
Adam hiding among the trees of the garden 
when he heard the voice of Grod calling to him 
after his sin, is only a fair representation of the 
manner in which mankind naturally shrinks 
from the contemplation of the perfect ideal of 
God — a God of power, holiness, truth. 

On the other hand, sin has necessarily dis- 
pleased God, and brought upon man the effects 
of His displeasure. The language of Scripture 
is very clear on this point. From the day on 
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which Grod pronounced the sentence of labour, 
sorrow, and death upon Adam for his sin. He 
has uniformly declared— r speaking after the 
manner of men because of men's infirmity — 
that He regards the sins of men with sorrow, 
displeasure, anger. And this way of speaking 
is nothing more tlian the intelligible expression 
of the essential nature of Crod as it bears upon 
moral agents. 

While we still leave alone the question of 
the origin of sin, we certainly cannot form any 
satisfactory notion of the character of Grod 
except as a Being essentially repellent and 
intolerant of sin. 

Mutual estrangement therefore, — fear on our 
side, displeasure on the part of God, — is the first 
^eet of sin. 

Another fruit of sin is GhiUt 

This is to some a hard saying : that we shouM 
be bom with a disordered nature, and yet be 
responsible for the effects of this disorder, that 
we should be incapable of keeping the law of 
Crod, and yet be liable to punishment because 
we do not keep it. 

It does, indeed, seem hard ; but remembes 
that we are dealing with a dubject in whitjh all 
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is strange and mysfcerious, and there are diffi- 
eulties on all sides. Consider that if sin, which 
is the transgression of the law of God, does not 
inyolye guilt and deserve punishment, then 
man is not a moral agent, and we are not Uving 
under a moral government. And this, I think, 
will seem to us all still harder to believe. 

It is needless to point out to you that 
Scripture uniformly attaches to sin the idea of 
guilt. As a matter of fieuit, men do universally 
and invariably suffer for sin, and it would be 
iaecmsistent with the justice of Otod to suppose 
that He would inflict or permit suffering with- 
out guilL 

But " sin is the transgression, of the law." 
Where no law is, there is no sin. And sin is 
imputed in the judgment of Grod in. reference 
to the law which each man possesses. By the 
law of G-od, in such measure ar it has been 
declared to each man, will that man be tried at 
the last. His own conscience will be the 
witness, and the perfect justice of Grod will 
herein be vindicated, thai none will be con- 
demned, except those who are oostvicted by the 
judgment of their own hearts. 

Nor is this principle anything new or incon- 
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sistent with the universal order of things under 
the goyemment of Crod. We ought not to 
wonder that a moral beings in departing from 
the law of his moral nature^ should suffer as a 
necessary consequence. If all the rest of God's 
creatures^ animal and material, are spared from 
suffering, considered as a punishment, it is 
because they keep the law of their being. If 
we could conceive of any order of creatures 
departing from the prescribed track, and vio- 
lating their natural instinct, should we not look 
for loss, suffering, and even destruction, as an 
inevitable consequence ? 

So, then, sin, the transgression of the law, 
makes man guilty in the sight of Crod, and 
liable to the penalty prescribed by the Law. 

Once more ; sin implies Pollution. This 
characteristic of sin was communicated to the 
Jews by Divine revelation ; it is the correlative 
of that attribute of Grod which we call holiness. 
No other religion or philosophy, as far as we 
know, has ever expressed these ideas. They 
were given, in the first place, to the Jews, — 
they have been retained, enlarged, and spiritual- 
ized, in the Grospel. 

Under the notion of impurity or pollution in 
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relation to the holiness of God, ascribed to 
mankind by revelation, and admitted by the 
conscience, is expressed this simple essential 
condition of sin, that it disqualifies man for 
holding intercourse with God. He cannot 
exist in His presence ; he cannot find in com- 
munion with God that which should be the 
chief happiness of his being. 

I have said that this consequence of sin is 
admitted by the conscience of humankind. 
And the defilement and deformity of sin, its 
essential antagonism to the character of God, 
will be more apparent to us in proportion as 
we grow like Him in spirit, see things from 
His point of view, and judge things by His 
standard; that is, in proportion as our con- 
science speaks truth and bears faithful witness 
to His law. 

And now let me shortly recapitulate what I 
have said to you on this subject. Every one 
of you has a law given him by God Himself, 
and a faculty especially provided to apprehend 
and declare that law. You are responsible for 
the use you make of this faculty — your con- 
science. 

The transgression of God's law is sin. 
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It IB your sin which, separaites between you 
and Otod, which makes you shrink from Him 
in fear, which makes Him turn from you in 
displeasure. 

Your sin, being the breach of God's law, 
renders you liable to a penalty, and guilty in 
the judgment of Grod. 

And whereas it is your proper end and 
destiny, as a man, to be like God, to live in 
His presence, and to be happy in it, your sin 
makes you altogether unlike Crod, altogether 
unloyely in God's sight, incapable of eyisting 
in His presence, much more of finding there 
your true happiness. 

Let me urge you to ponder this subject — to 
compare the uniform language of the Bible with 
the Toice of your heart, and see if this is not 
the truth. And if it is true, see what a serious 
matter it is ; how every act of your doily life 
may be tried, and will be tried, by a positive 
law of God. Consider that you have the mean& 
of testing your actions by this law, and that 
yoiur standing in relation to God depends on 
the fiddity with whidi you do this. 

Learn to judge truly between right and 
wrong ; learn that every transgression of God's 
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law is dm ; call it by its right name ; judge of 
all your habits, acts, words, thoughts, as God 
judges them, sinful or not sinful. Sefiise all 
other tests and standards, decline all arbitrary 
and conventional measures of right and wrong, 
suspect that false and treacherous compromise 
with the world that represents one fault as 
mean and degrading, another as manly and 
generous. Settle it once for all that every 
transgression of the law is sin, and that all sin, 
in the sight of God and of good men, is hateful, 
offensive, fatal. 
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SEEMON IV. 
DEATH. 

1 Ck>B. XV. 26. 
'< The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death." 

If we wish to know the truth about ourselves, 
we must overlook nothing either in nature or 
revelation which is likely to help us, and we 
must do our best to give the right interpreta^ 
tion to the facts and the statements which are 
presented to us. 

Certainly we must not overlook the great 
fact of death. 

You might, indeed, suppose that a Christian 
minister is in little danger of losing sight of a 
subject which furnishes materials for so many- 
solemn reflections, so many serious warnings, 
so many lessons of humility, repentance, faith, 
and hope. 

Yet it is possible that the real importance of 
the subject, its full value as a lesson of truth, 
may not be sufficiently acknowledged. For to 
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those who are intent upon studying and mastering 
the few broad facts about themselves which it 
most concerns them to know> those who with this 
view are resolved to compare the professed decla- 
ration of God Himself with the foiAsts^ moral or 
material, which they recognise in and about 
themselves, I know of nothing so directly in- 
structive, or so highly important, as this great 
phenomenon — this universal law of Death. 

That an immortal soul, with capacities for 
the divine life itself, should have been allied, 
by a union too intimate and subtle for human 
science to analyse, with a body liable to pavn, 
9hchne88y decay y disaolutiouy is a thought at 
once utterly perplexing to the. philosopher, and 
overwhelming to the heart of the natural man. 
In fact, if it were not that men have the power 
to withdraw their thoughts from that which 
gives them pain, the certain expectation of 
death would be enough to paralyse human life 
and energy. And the courage with which men 
meet their death, is in very many cases the 
result of mere indifference, and a determination 
not to reflect on that which is before thenu 
It becomes you therefore to give the subject a 
definite and a prominent place in your thoughts. 
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to apprehend its true importanoe, what is its 
relation to human nature^ what its connexion 
with sin, what it is to the natural man, what to 
the renewed man in Christ. 

The Bible gives this prominence to the sub- 
ject of death. It is in the Old Testament repre- 
sented as the great evil of our race, surrounded 
with the ideas of pain and uncleanness^ disgrace 
and despair. And the alleged object of our 
Saviour's incarnation is ^^that He might taste 
death for every man." He took not on Him the 
nature of angels, so the apostle argues in Heb. iL, 
because it was not for angels that He cs^oae rto 
do His work of compassion; butHetookthenature 
of TnaUy went through it and made it His own 
from first to last, from birth to death, that He 
might be enabled at once to sympathize com- 
pletely with us, and by His own death to deliver 
us who are in bondage through fear of death. 

I need say no more as to the importance of 
this subject. 

Now let us see how it stands in relation .to 
human nature. We all see that, as we are 
now constituted, it is a universal law. Even 
ihe Lord Jesus Christ, the type and the head of 
humanity, was subject to it. But is it a .part 
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of the perfect ideti of numkind ? — was man^ as 
lie came from the hand of the Creator^ the 
kst and best of His works, made in His own 
image — was he subject to this condition? or 
is it an attribute of the fallen nature of man, 
only one of the consequences of sin, that is, 
essentiallj connected with am, but not essen- 
tially, only accidentally, and for a certain time 
and purpose, connected with mem f 

This is a glorious truth, if only we could 
persuade ourselves that it is a truth. This 
is liberty indeed — a worthy result even in this 
present time, of the death of the Captain of our 
salvation. 

Think whai a load is taken off the heart of 
humankind when this truth is apprehended. 
We are all living under a thick, black cloud. 
What a light breaks in upon us as we recog- 
nize the voice of God proclaiming that the 
temporary usurpation of death is over — that 
the stranger who has so long mightily oppressed 
us, is himself at last destroyed, and that wa 
«re freel 

Death has ever been a subject of wonder 
and perplexity to thinking men, before the 
revelation of Jesus Christ made all plain. The 

E 
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patriarchs and other servants of Crod '^all died 
in faith/' not understanding how to reconcile 
this law with the hope of better things which 
G-od had given them, but content to wait till 
He, in His good time, should show them the 
truth. Wise men among the heathen sub- 
mitted in melancholy resignation, or murmured 
in secret rebellion, against a dispensation which 
strangely and unaccountably reversed the natu- 
ral order of creation, and degraded man, the 
lord of all, to a position lower than the beasts of 
the field. 

The trvih^ as we learn it from the word of 
G-od, is short, simple, and satisfactory. Death, 
as death is known to us, is no essential part of 
man's true nature ; (you remember that the true 
nature of man is Good's own likeness). It is 
the necessary consequence of sin — all, at least, 
that is painful, fearful, shamefid in death is 
derived immediately from sin. And so the 
work of mercy, which does away with sin, 
destroys its guilt, its power, its existence in 
man, naturally and of necessity destroys death 
also. 

This essential connexion of death with si/n 
is declared very plainly in Scripture. God said 
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to Adam, ^^ la the day that thou eatest thereof, 
thou shalt surely die." And St. Paul, alluding 
to this passage, says (Rom. v. 12), **By one man 
sin entered into the world, and death by sin." 
It was attached to sin by God's decree, as its 
penalty, while, at the same time, it is its 
natural consequence. For this is the ordinary 
method of God's justice, that the pimishment 
follows the oflFence naturally and of course. 

If there are any who question the truth of 
this statement of Holy Scripture, especially in 
8o far as death is represented in the light of a 
penalty, they must suppose that death was in 
the world before sin, and that in this respect, at 
least, we are as Grod made us at the first, and 
that it is no sign of degradation or ruin that 
we follow the law of the whole animal creation. 

Undoubtedly death was in the world before 
man existed : the crust of the earth is a perfect 
cemetery of the animal kingdoms of earlier dis- 
pensations. The very fact that God, when He 
enacted the first law for mian, pronounced death 
to -be the penalty of transgression, seems to 
involve the truth that death was then a known 
and familiar phenomenon. But the question 
is, was man created subject to this law — were 
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we intended to die^ or have we brought this 
terrible condition upon us by our own trans^ 
gression? 

They who believe that death ifl an essential 
condition of mankind, evidently regard man 
only as the highest class of animals hitibierto 
created; and on that supposition they see 
nothing uzmatural or unreasonable in the belief 
that he is subject to all the conditions of mere 
animal life. But they do not observe that in 
this respect his position is not at all the same 
as that of the mere animaL Fallen as he is, m 
a matter of fact, death is not to him what it ia 
to the ox or the ass. He has something within 
which rebels against its power, which protests 
against its usurpation, and so daily and hourly 
testifies that death has no right to have do^ 
minion over him. 

The poor dumb brute knows nothing of this 
feeling : except the mere instinct of self-pre- 
servation, it feels nothing in the anticipation of 
death ; the fear of death does not disquiet it, 
the sight of death does not move it. Crod has 
permitted man to take its life freely to supply 
his own ordinary wants. 

How different is it with man, the moral 
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being I — how variously is he aiSeoted by the 
thought or the sight of death I 

One is strioken with terror, another is hard«- 
ened into brutality ; one moved to pity, another 
stirred to acts of savage cruelty. And all these 
different effects upon the soul, while they are 
consistent with the belief that death is a punish- 
ment for transgression, a consequence of our own 
sin, loudly deny that it is natural to man as he 
was, and as he is to be. That which terrifies, 
that which bnitalises, that which inflicts the 
most poignant grief, can be no part of a work 
which Grod pronounced to be ** very good." He 
did not make man with capacities for divine 
life in order that he might feel a more ex- 
quisite and subtle torment at being sulgect to 
the wonit condition of the animal life. You 
might as well point to the imprisoned lark, 
beating herself against the bars of her cage, 
and say that this is her natural condition, that 
she has never known a higher or a nobler law 
of being« 

Then, lastly, what is the difference in this 
respect between the restored child of G-od and 
the mere child of Adam ? How has the death 
of Jesus Christ, the head and representative of 
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human kind^ aiSected the relations of death 
towards us ? For we see that all are alike still 
subject to this law of the animal life. We see 
that wise men die as well as the ignorant and 
foolish; the saint must go through that last 
struggle as well as the sinner and the infidel^ 
and the flesh shrinks from it and rebels at it in 
the one case as much as in the other. Where 
lies the dijSerence ? 

The diBference lies in this : It is a feaifol 
thing for man to pronounce the sentence of 
Grod — ^to speak of those judgments which are for 
eternity. But so it is^ for God Himself has 
said it. The difference lies in this : to the im^ 
godly, to those who will not have God for their 
God, who will not accept His offer of mercy and 
reconciliation, who choose death, in the words 
of Moses, — choose, that is, to live as animals 
and die as animals, the death of the body is also 
the death of the soul : not merely the sign 
or emblem of it, but identical with it. The 
sentence includes both. It is the final deter- 
mination of the state of those who choose to 
live without God and under God's displeasure ; 
not altogether a new state of being for them) 
but a confirmation for eternity of that state 
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which they have here in their time of Jprohation 
deliberately preferred. And however we may 
interpret the expressions of Holy Scripture 
which tell of the worm and the fire, the wail- 
ing and the gnashing of teeth — if we should 
regard death with some as only a final and 
eternal separation from Grod, or with others 
as utter annihilation, it is a thought which, if 
we have any worthy estimation of the soul and 
its proper destiny, may well fill us with unutter- 
able dismay, and make our whole life a bondage. 
On the other hand, to the child of G-od, death 
is also the seal and settlement for ever of the 
life that he now lives in the flesh by the faith 
of the Son of G-od ; it is His formal admission 
to the full enjoyment of that state as the child 
of God, which is his now only in expectation ; 
it is his birthday into the real human life : and, 
inasmuch as it is the gate by which his Lord^ 
the Head of his race, the Captain of his salva- 
tion, passed before him, it has lost for him all 
that could terrify or degrade. There is neither 
fear nor shame in the Christian's death. Death 
hath no more dominion over him. As it was 
not possible for Jesus Christ ^' to be holden of 
death," so you may be assured that you too, if 
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you are indeed members of Christ's body^ shall 
not be holden of it You are Ood's freedmen ; 
what enemy of Grod shall dare to lay hands on 
you or claim you as his ? 

Let me remind you of what I have already 
pointed out for your attention^ how dearly 
marked this distinction is from one end of the 
Bible to the other — how changed the aspect of 
death for us since Christ died. 

In the Old Testament it is associated with 
guilt, with defilement, with terror; it is the 
symbol of final doom, of mere despair, — " the 
soul that sinneth it shall die," is l^e language 
of the law of Grod to the natural man ; thus at 
once declaring that death is the natural end of 
sin, and sin the parent of death. And this view 
of death is especially presented to us in the death 
of Christ, because it was death as a penalty^ 
death as the expression of a curse, that He came 
to taste for every man. Accordingly no death 
Was ever surrounded with more suffering, shame^ 
and agony, than the death of thtkt blessed One. 

And the effect to us is that the suffering, the 
shame, the terror, is taken away— the sting of 
death is gone. Observe the tone of the Apostles 
in speaking of a Christian's death ; observe how 
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naturally, in their ordinary discourse, almost 
unconsdouflly they exhibit that idea of death 
which their Divine Master had given them by 
anticipation. HenceforUi, with a tenderness 
and delicacy that maybe felt more readily than 
described, death is a falling asleep, an entering 
into rest ; or, if the word itself must be used, it is 
accompanied^with a blessing that takes all its 
harshness away* The last enemy that shall be 
(wholly) destroyed is death — yet even now, 
^^ from henceforth, blessed are the dead which 
die in the Lord." 

You have other opportunities of being re- 
minded of what you owe to Grod, and how you 
may best show the sincerity of your love. Let 
these remarks help you to recognize and appre- 
ciate the privilege to which you are aspiring 
when you come in person to claim your place 
in the Church, as members of Christ and child- 
ren of Grod. 

You are asserting your true position among 
God's creatures as being made in Grod's likeness. 
You are claiming the rights of which sin has 
for a time deprived you. You are protesting 
against the usurpations of sin; and you are 
openly casting off the yoke of death, as of a 
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tyrant whose rod and staflf is broken, who can 
no longer hurt you or have dominion over you* 
May Grod give you grace to live as becomeB 
His children ; may the love of Christ constrain 
you to give your love to Him who loved you, 
and who has delivered you out of such bondage 
into such freedom. And may the Holy Spirit 
shed abroad the Divine life in your hearts, that 
you may grow daily in likeness to your Creator, 
and become daily more meet to take possession 
of your glorious inheritance. 
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REDEMPTION. 

1 Cob. ii. 2. 

" I determiDed not io know anything among yon, savtf 

Jesus Christ and Him cruoified.*' 

If you have given your attention to the subject 
which I have lately placed before you; if you 
have thought -with due seriousness of G-od^ as 
He has revealed Himself to us ; of yourselves^ 
as your own conscience describes you ; of sin, 
as the actual fault and plague of our race ; of 
death, as its inevitable consequence ; you can- 
not let the subject rest there. You cannot 
Jiiear of such a God, inviting you to be His 
heirs and His children, and not desire, — nay, 
resolve to accept the invitation* You cannot 
acquiesce in this present debased, distorted 
condition of your nature, content to pine under 
this disease all your life, and die at last, if only 
you know how to arise, and walk and live. 
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And so you can understand the feelings of 
those who "waited for the consolation of 
Israel," who watched for the dawn of day 
throughout the long night of suspense that lay 
upon the world from the f£dl of the first Adam 
to the coming of the second. They heard the 
prophecies, they saw the types, and from both 
they gathered hope and strength ; they believed 
that Crod would do as He had promised, that 
He would Himself provide a remedy for the 
disease of man, deliverance from his bondage. 

They felt, as we must feel, that the nature 
of the remedy, the way of deliverance, was in 
God's hands. Infinite wisdom, and infinite 
love, would provide the means of recovery ; and 
80, as the purpose of God was little by little 
imfolded, here in direct prophecy, there under 
typical acts or institutions, they eagerly and 
thankfully received it, and faithfully transmitted 
tilie accumulated treasure for the guidance and 
encouragement of their children. 

And although we in these later days have 
the invaluable advantage of seeing at one view 
the whole completed dispensation of recovery, 
we must still receive it in the same spirit as 
they* Knowing how utterly unable we should 
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Jiave been had we liyed in their days^ to divine 
what would be or ought to be the meanfi 
devised for our salvation^ it is but reasonable 
that we should receive it at the hand of Otod 
in thankful and unquestioning humility. 

Inquiries which would have been manifestly 
unbecoming and unreasonable for them, are 
equally so for us. 

We must not ask why Grod permitted sin, or 
made man capable of sin at the first, for this is 
not revealed to us, and we have no power 
given us by which we can discover it. We 
must not ask, why, having permitted man to be 
tried and to tail into sin, Grod did not at once 
and without reserve forgive him and restore 
him again to a state of innocence: why, in 
short, as the question has been stated, G-od 
should not forgive man, as man can sometimes 
forgive his brother. As a matter of fact, we 
know that* He did not so forgive man, and we 
loay be well content to leave that question 
alone, even though our reason and conscience 
^'^y suggest some good reasons why the decree 
of Grod should be as it is. 

Let us, then, give our best endeavours to 
understand that which has been well called the 
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mystery of redemption. The plan^ and the 
work^ and the revelation, are all from God. 
We must receive it through the medium of our 
understanding and conscience — let us try to 
receive 'it as it comes from Him, asking for it 
in simplicity, with faith and reverence, that it 
may not be perverted, nor contract anything 
&lse or impure in its passage to our hearts. 

If it only reaches the heart in its full 
integrity, it will meet there an evidence which 
will confirm its truth to the least particular. 

The work accomplished by Grod on man's 
behalf with a view to restore him to his for- 
feited place, is described under various figures 
in Holy Scripture. 

It is redemption — the paying of a ransom 
to purchase back into liberty those who have 
been led captives. 

It is justification — the establishment of a 
plea, by which those who are otherwise liable 
to conviction are pronounced clear of guilt and 
free from condemnation. 

It is a washvagy or cleansing from pollution, 
whereby those who are unholy and unclean^ 
in relation to Gbd, the measure of all holiness, 
ftre made pure in His sight 
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Lastly^ it is an aionefment, an act of recon-> 
ciliation^ for the complete recovery of the 
original relation of love and friendship between 
those who have been estranged through the 
fiftult of mankind. 

These^ as I conceive^ are the principal figures 
under which God's work of mercy in His Son 
is set before our minds in Holy Scripture. 
And it is very desirable, not only that you should, 
when you read the Bible, preserve a distinct 
view of each figure as it comes before you, and 
see how each most truly describes the great gift 
of God, but that you should also be able to 
combine these aspects of the same truth, and 
learn the full meaning of the great work which 
comprehends them all. 

And so, if there is a doubt on our minds as 
to the means by which Christ achieved our 
salvation — the act on which the whole work 
must be considered to hinge, it will help us 
to resolve this doubt, if we consider wherein we 
can reasonably believe all these benefits are to 
be found together. 

How, and when, and where, did the Son of 
God pay a ransom for our souls, and supply us 
with a plea, on which we could claim acquittal 
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from the penalty of guilt, and purify our souls 
from the stains of sin, and make atonement 
between us and our God? 

No doubt these results all together point to 
the death of Christ, and confirm the uniform 
declaration of Scripture to the same effect, 

I say that Holy Scripture uniformly refers 
to the effects described imder these figures, 90 
produced directly by the death of Christ ; and 
this is the truth — the vital truth— which I 
desire to urge upon you at this time. 

You will say, "Why should this be quea^ 
tioned?" Indeed it is hard to say, for they 
who dispute it have never succeeded in suggest^- 
ing a more reasonable plan of salvation : but it 
is, and always has been, questioned ; the offence 
of the croee was the great hindrance to the 
Gospel even in St Paul's days, and it is so 
now. "Christ crucified," which was to St 
Paul, as he says in the text, the central point 
from which his life-^giving doctrine radiated into 
the whole world, was then to the Jews a stum* 
bling-block, and to the Greeks foolishness; it 
is still offensive to the self-righteous, and con- 
temptible to the theorist; nevertheless, it is 
'* the power of God and the wisdom of God." 
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• There are those in our time who will refer 
our salvation rather to any other cause connected 
with the Son of Grod than to His death. One 
rests on the fact of His taking our nature^ another 
on the perfect obedience of His holy life. It 
is the fashion of such teachers to dwell little on 
His death, and to divest it of all that makes it 
the great object of interest to us. 

Let us go and inquire of the Lord ; let us 
question the Lord's word. 

See what lessons are taught in the Old Testa- 
ment about the work of restoration, — how far 
the ancient people of Grod were led towards the 
apprehension of the great mystery. Here I 
must shortly repeat what I have often before 
dwelt on in this nlace. 

They knew mat they were living under a 
Grod of order, whose commandments were their 
lanju. 

They knew that the transgression of Grod's 
law was regarded in His sight as &m. 

They had been taught what sin is in His 
sight, by His attaching to it the uniform penalty 
of DEATH. 

They were encouraged to look forward with 
confidence to the arrival of one of their own 

P 
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race^ who should deliver them from sm and 
decUh. 

Meantime^ under a dispensation which they 
felt and knew to be only for a time, the ap- 
pointed way of deliverance was indicated to 
them in the wonderful and most expressive 
practice of sacrifice, — a practice sanctioned, at 
least, by Grod's approval from the earliest times, 
and afterwards directly appointed by Him as 
the only means by which He was to be ap- 
proached by men. 

And what is sacrifice? It is at once an 
acknowledgment that the offerer has made 
himself liable to a penalty for sin, and the 
payment of a life in the way of satisfaction. 

That this is the true idea of sacrifice might 
be gathered from the very earnest examples of 
the practice that are recorded in Scripture, and 
it is expressly declared in the account given of 
the sacrifices appointed by Grod in the service 
of the tabernacle. 

Put together the following short and simple 
propositions, which every one must admit to be 
based on the surest warrant of Scriptiire, — 

Sin is the transgression of the law. 

Death is the penalty for sin. "The soul 
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that sinneth it shall die/' is the fundamental 
principle of the whole law according to St. 
Paul. 

Sacrifice is enjoined, (1^ on the occasion of 
sin, (2) to make atonement for sin. 

The blood is the life of the animal. 

The life is in every case to be taken, and in 
no other way than by the shedding of blood. 

From these few and simple truths, the con- 
clusion seems to me irresistible, that in the act 
of sacrifice there is, as above stated, an admis- 
sion on the part of the offerer that his own life 
is forfeit, cuid a substitution, under certain con- 
ditions, of another life in its place. 

Is this, too, questioned ? you will say. 

Indeed it is openly denied ; and we are ex- 
pected to be satisfied, when we ask the import 
of this strange and significant institution, with 
the answer that it is only an emblem of self- 
dedication — an offer, under a figure, of the life 
and service of the sacrificer — as if the infliction 
of death, by shedding of blood, was the most 
appropriate symbol of the devotion of a life to 
God's service. With your Bibles open, you 
will not be contented with any such evasion of 
a great and serious truth. *^The soul that 
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siiineth, it shall die ;" " The priest shall make 
atonement for you, to cleanse you, that you 
may be clean from all your sins, before the 
Lord,'^ arj^ texts that do not stand alone, but 
feiriy represent the central idea of the law of 
Moses — the point at which the moral and cere- 
monial laws unite : they give us the true mean- 
ing of sacrifice, and are not to be explained 
away. 

Nor are we to regard this inner principle and 
intention of sacrifice as obsolete, as superseded 
by the gospel of Jesus Christ. It is, on the 
contrary, the elementary statement of an essen- 
tial truth, which is only more fully embodied 
and revealed in the great final sacrifice of the 
Cross. The life of bulls and of goats, indeed, 
ceased to be offered when that life which they 
represented had been once for all given for 
sin ; but the true principle of sacrifice is to us 
precisely what it was to Abel, to Noah, to 
vAbraham, to Moses. 

Caiaphas was the unconscious and involun- 
tary exponent of a great truth ; he supplied the 
key to the doctrine of all the first dispensation, 
when he reminded the Council that it was 
expedient that one man should die for the 
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people^ although the full apprehension of this 
truth was not given even to the Apostles till all 
was done, and their hearts were opened by 
Christ to understand the Scriptures. 

Still more clearly, however, is it revealed in 
the Scriptures of the New Testament that the 
death of Christ is that from which the gift of 
redemption, and all its consequences, take 
their rise. 

We are ^* justified by the blood of Christ ;" 
we are " washed from our sins in His blood ;" 
He came to "give His life a rowwom for many;" 
God hath set forth Him to be " a propitiation 
through faith in His blood." 

These passages are but samples of many 
which might be cited to the same purpose; 
and in them all the great benefits that we look 
for at God's hands are distinctly attributed to 
the operation of Christ's death. 

Add to this the more studied and elaborate 
argument of Heb. ii., to the effect that, in 
carrying out God's purpose for the salvation of 
man, it was fitting that Christ should take man's 
nature, in order " that He might taste death for 
every man." 

What conclusion ccui we form, other than 
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that which our Church has formed as to the 
work that Christ came to do ? 

He came to represent man before the mercy- 
seat^ to make satisfaction for sin^ the trans- 
gression of the law^ to pay the ransom and set 
us free. If you are told that it is an unworthy 
thought of God that He cannot forgive until 
satisfaction has been made and the penalty 
paid, — in short, that He should require death 
for sin, your answer is again and again. He 
does require death. Man dies. And so long 
as the written word stands which, as we have 
seen, connects redemption, purification, justifi- 
cation, and atonement, directly and specifically, 
with the shedding of the life-blood of Jesus 
Christ, the truth which I contend for is estab- 
lished; it was necessary to make satisfetction 
for a broken law — death was the only satisfac- 
tion which God would accept. Christ was 
made man that He might die. It was, indeed, 
the original ideal nature of man which he took, 
not corrupted by sin, and so not in itself liable 
to death. And his death was purely voluntary, 
because it was for others^ sins that He died. 
His death is our redemption, restoration, life. 

Hold fiBist to this truth — never consent to 
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exchange it for any superficial theory, though 
it may be presented to you in the shape and 
under the phraseology of a more profound 
wisdom. That is the highest, deepest, broadest 
philosophy, which makes allowance for the 
height, and depth, and breadth of all things 
with which the Infinite and Eternal God has 
to do — the unfathomable depths of His love 
and the infinite perfection of His holiness. The 
method which reconciles these, as the blessed 
truth of Christ's atonement, is a reasonable 
method ; the system which fails to do this, 
however it may be recommended by either 
ingenious reasonings, or by the still stronger 
persuasion of high moral excellence, is to be 
rejected as feeble, incomplete, and unsatisfying. 
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SEBMON VI. 
HOLINESS. 

1 Pet. ii. 9. 

" Ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an 
holy nation, a peculiar people.** 

As I have on former occasions pointed out to 
you how sin is the disease of our nature^ the 
real cause of our estrangement from Grod^ and- 
the consequent misery and disorder that pre- 
vails in our system, how death is the natural 
consequence and declared penalty of sin, and 
how we have been delivered from both by the 
voluntary offering of the Son of God ; it seems 
to follow in a natural order that we should now 
consider the effects of redemption. If we have 
been reconciled to God, ransomed from death, 
washed from pollution, acquitted at the bar of 
infinite justice, what is by natural consequence 
our present condition? 

Are we merely delivered from^the fear of 
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punishment? Have we received a general 
license to live as we please and sin as we 
please ? 

You remember how indignantly St. Paul 
protests against any conclusion so unworthy^ 
so unreasonable, so impossible. " God forbid : 
how can we that are dead to sin, live any 
longer therein ?" Thevery object of redemption, 
the purposes for which God prepared the world 
in the schooling of the law and the prophets, 
was the restoration — the recovery of mankind 
from the condition into which they had fallen 
through sin. It was sin that placed man 
under His displeasure; sin that made man 
rebel against Him ; and accordingly it was the 
total abolition of sin out of the moral world 
that was the very end and object of the whole 
work of Christ in our redemption. 

So, although the immediate eflFect of Christ's 
death was to remedy the pressing evil — to 
remove the guilt; to take away the curse; 
to enable man to look up to God, to hear His 
voice, to feel and return His love ; there 
were yet other benefits flowing from His death 
and in proper order consequent upon it, that 
were necessary to render His work complete. 
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Sin was not only to be pardoned — it was to 
be got rid of out of the world altogether. 
We may venture to say that (rod only pardons 
sin with a view to destroying it. It is another 
instance of the wonderful harmony of the Gros- 
pel system, the union of holiness and love, 
that the very condition annexed to free forgive- 
ness is, that men shall sin no more ; and the 
same act of mercy that sets them free from 
guilt, gives them the power to shake oflF the 
yoke of sin. 

In other words, by the one act of the death 
of Christ on the cross, sin, as a breach of God's 
law, is forgiven — as the plague and infirmity 
of our hearts, is healed. 

So we are redeemed imto holiness, and all 
that is said in the Scripture of the necessity of 
holiness, of the beauty of holiness, of the 
fervent desire which (rod's saints feel for holi- 
ness, may be summed up in this, — ^that holiness 
is the condition into which it was the purpose 
of Grod to restore men by His Son's death. 

Let me make one or two remarks with a 
view to our clearer apprehension of this great 
truth. 

1. We are, indeed, dull of hearing and slow 
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of heart when we come to speak of the things 
of Grod. The very idea of holiness in itself is 
incomprehensible to us; we can only imper- 
fectly realise it as it is contrasted with sin. 
Our consciences testify that God is absolutely 
good ; and the Scriptures teach us, as we follow 
the course of God's revelations to men, chiefly 
by signs, and always relatively to our own 
wills, and thoughts, and ways, what we are to 
understand by holiness. 

It is an attribute which primarily belongs 
only to God : in a secondary sense to such of 
His creatures as are perfectly obedient to His 
law, and have their whole nature regulated by 
His will. Therefore, it does not properly be- 
long to man [at all in his present condition. 
One man alone, the man Christ Jesus, the 
head and representative of His people, is holy 
as God is holy. By His mediation, sinful 
though we are, we are admitted to free inter- 
course with the most holy God, which under 
other conditions would be impossible. 

But absolutely holy we are not, and shall 
not be while we are in the flesh, nor can we ever 
feel ourselves for a moment independent of that 
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means of communication with the source of our 
holiness and true life. 

2. Yet we are capable of holiness, intended 
to be holy as Grod is holy, perfect as our Father 
in heaven is perfect. In spite of sin we have 
left in us all that is required for the exercise 
of the spiritual life in perfection; and the 
removal of sin would leave us free to enjoy 
that life. The conscience, the will, the feel- 
ings, the affections, aU are here, but all are out 
of order, working against one another, and, 
above all, working away from God, thfe Author 
of the soul's true harmony. 

But we feel that all may be set right, has 
been set right for us by the work of Christ, and 
not only that holiness is a state to which we 
may attain, but that now, as the redeemed of 
Grod, it is our normal, our natural state. Never 
let it be said that tlie doctrine of grace, the true 
voice of the Gospel, gives us a humiliating, dis- 
couraging view of our state as men, and our 
relation with God. If the Gospel bids us look 
on our natural condition as utterly lost, help- 
less, and corrupt, there is no limit to the hopes 
and the aspirations which it oiBfers to the renewed 
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man. If we are right in believing that mankind 
was made at the first without sin in the likeness 
of God, and that in the loss of this likeness bj 
the introduction of sin, the true ideal of man 
has been lost for a time, then I am justified in 
bidding you look to a condition of perfect holi- 
ness — a state in which sin shall be imnatural 
and impossible to you — as that for which God 
has designed you, for which you have even now 
the capacity, and for the certain attainment of 
which Christ has provided you the means. 
And, after all, the Christian, when he shall 
have attained to such a condition, will only 
have realised the true, original idea of 7nan» 
Surely the dignity of human nature is in no 
danger of being forfeited or disparaged by a 
systei^i which offers to it such a prospect, and 
assigns it such a place. 

And, as the attainment of perfect holiness is 
pointed out to us as possible and natural, as 
being simply the fulfilment of God's purpose, 
and the restoration of His original design, so is 
it directly exemplified for us in the person of 
Jesus Christ, the High Priest of His people, 
and their representative in the presence of God. 
We are encouraged to believe that we are par- 
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takers of His Spirit^ so intimately united to 
Him, that we derive our very life from Him as 
onr Head — that He is the firstborn of many 
brethren, that it is the purpose of the Father 
through Him to bring many sons to gloiy. 
Christ, in being a man without sin, was no 
more than perfect man ; if we are to be restored 
to the true ideal of mankind, we too must be 
made like Him. 

But I said above, that in this life we cannot 
attain to perfect holiness — that part of Christ's 
work is not to be completed till we have put 
oflF this body of death. This life is, indeed, 
the time assigned for the process of sanctifica- 
tion, and as long as it lasts we may be sure that 
the work is not finished, — there is still some- 
thing to be done. 

Yet, for the encouragement of the Church 
in general, there are always some in whom the 
work seems almost complete, in whom we almost 
venture to say that Christ even now sees of the 
travail of His soul and is satisfied. 

To all it is a gradual process — a work — a 
growth. Perfection is the end in view, but it 
is attained by small, and well-nigh imperceptible, 
degrees. We have to work on little things. 
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Sin is the transgression of the law — and it is 
of all kinds — so that^ for the attainment of 
holiness, we have to strive, not only against the 
master-sin, whatever it may be, but against 
every passion and every practice, however 
trifling it may appear in the judgment of men, 
which our conscience pronounces to be dis- 
pleasing in G-od's sight, — and conscience be- 
comes more exact in its inquiries, and more 
severe in its judgment, as we advance. 

It is not the mere power and habit of con- 
trolling sin, which we look for as the result of 
sanctification ; rather, it is so to acquire the 
very mind and character of Christ Himself, as 
by a natural instinct to shrink from sin, as 
animals shrink from that which is destructive 
of their life, to be restless and uneasy imder its 
influence, indignantly to protest against its 
presence, to rise against it and drive it out. 

It has been already observed, that the at- 
tainment of holiness is an essential part of the 
work of grace wrought by God in the Gospel 
by His Son Jesus Christ. And therefore, as 
we might expect, we find this purpose of God 
unfolded side by side, pari passu, so to speak,- 
with the notion of pardon by means of sacrifice. 
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In other words, the jiistification and the sancti- 
fication of the people of Grod, distinct works as 
they are, are yet inseparably and essentially 
united in the counsel of Grod and in the revela- 
tion of mercy. 

Thus, in those parts of the Old Testament 
which tell of sacrifice, priesthood, atonement, 
we read also of selection, separation, purification, 
set forth with equal emphasis and distinctness. 
The choice of Abraham and his seed; the 
marvellous manner in which they were, by the 
providence of God, kept separate from all other 
nations in Canaan, in Egypt, in the wilderness, 
and again in the Promised Land ; the further 
separation of a tribe and a family for the priest- 
hood, with all the ceremonial injunctions to 
purity and cautions against defilement: — these 
subjects occupy so large and so prominent a 
place in the books of the law, that we may with 
equal truth describe itas aBevelation of Pardon 
or a Bevelation of Holiness. 

3. Let us now observe, that as we are 
so constituted as to be ultimately capable of 
holiness, and as the purpose of Grod in His 
mercy is that we should be holy, so, on the 
other hand, we have no power in ourselves by 
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which we can attain to such a condition. All 
history is a confession of this. Justification 
and sanctification are alike the gift of Grod. He 
gives us pardon by the agency of Christ — holi- 
ness by the operation of the Holy Grhost. 

And the one work is the natural complement 
of the other. The work of redemption would 
otherwise be imperfect The Lord not only 
says to each of us^ as He said to the lame man, 
** Thy fdns be forgiven thee," but He adds, " Go, 
and sin no more." And He gives the power 
we need for the renewal of our spiritual life. 
To Him we must look not only for the full 
forgiveness of past sin, but for grace to sin no 
more. He alone can supply out of His own 
fulness that which we want — the i^/e, to make 
our whole moral nature work according to the 
original design, and keep time truly with the 
perfect will of Grod. 

Here, then, is the work of your life before 
you: to invite and to welcome the Spirit of 
Christ into your hearts, that henceforth there 
may be in you a sure and steady progress 
towards that perfect holiness which is your true 
condition as restored men, — ^a condition in which 
sin is imwelcome, imnatural, impossible. 

G 
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In all men this is a gradual process, in niosfc 
men a painful one ; and the full attainment of 
what they are seeking seems to the end very fai 
off. Yet there are always some to be found in 
the Church — perhaps never more than in these 
our own days — eager, ardent spirits, taking the 
kingdom of heaven by force, pressing towards 
the mark, hastening imto the day of the Lord, 
in which the chief delight they anticipate is, 
that they will be like their Master, for they 
shall see Him as He is. 

Even now all who love the Lord know 
enough of the blessedness of being like Him 
and near Him, to make them long for the day 
when there will be nothing to separate them 
from Him. They are impatient under the 
attempts of sin to reassert its power over them : 
they feel the necessity of holiness to their very 
life. 

Most of you, indeed, have yet to become 
better acquainted with the falsehood, the foul- 
ness, the tyranny of sin, before you feel that 
intense hatred of it, and that hearty longing to 
be rid of it for ever, which men of larger 
spiritual experience feel every day of their 
lives. Sin is still attractive to you, and there- 
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fore still dangerous. The heat of the trial is 
yet before you. Only be true to the service 
you have taken, and your Master will be true 
to you. 

And be true to yourselves. Forget not your 
rights, and the real dignity of your nature. 

You are a chosen generation. Show your- 
selves worthy of Him who chose you to be His 
children. 

You are a royal priesthood. See that you 
are clothed with righteousness, as Grod's priests 
must be. 

You are a holy nation, a peculiar people. 
Be ye therefore holy as Grod is holy, that in 
your persons and lives you may ^^ show forth 
the praises of Him who hath called you out of 
darkness into His marvellous light" 
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SERMON VIL 
LIFK 

Bom. y. 10. 

"For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to 
God by the death of His Son, much more, being 
reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.** 

We are prepared to hear of Zt/e as the consum- 
mation of the gifts of Grod in the CrospeL 
Death is the inevitable fruit of sin; thej 
entered the world together, they reigned to- 
gether, they have been expelled together, and life 
and immortality are brought to light by the 
GrospeL The outward form of death does indeed 
remain, but its sting is gone; the rod of the 
oppressor is broken, its power to terrify is taken 
away. The body will decay, and the soul must 
depart out of it; but the soul departs to be 
with Christ, which is far better, and the body 
submits to dissolution for a litUe time imtil the 
day of the Lord come. 
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So that this is no real interruption of that 
conscious life of the spirit which the Christian 
enjoys by virtue of his union with Christy the 
Head of the whole Body : we are under a dis-^ 
pensation of life. 

Let us try to connect the ideas of holiness 
and life^ as we already connect the ideas of 
sin and death* Even if our own consciences 
would let us evade this latter truths the word 
of G-od sets it before us with a force and a 
clearness which we cannot escape. The whole 
law speaks of it; the very office of the law was to 
make man know what sin is, and that death is the 
consequence of sin. It is a sorrowful truth, but it 
was a truth which it was necessary for men to 
know before they could receive the salvation of 
God; and stem as the teaching of G-od was, 
long as the course through which the world had 
to pass, one is sometimes tempted to doubt 
whether the lesson was sufficiently learnt after 
all. 

Still to us, this natural and essential associ'^ 
ation of sin and death is a familiar truth, and 
we have no difficulty in making it our own. 

And if we do not so completely recognize the 
Oorresponding association of holiness and life, it 
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is not because the Bible is less explicit on ibis 
point, but because we are weak of faith and 
slow of heart to understand the truth, and to go 
in and possess the inheritance to the borders 
of which God Himself leads us. 

The Bible is explicit on this point. Christ 
is declared to have abolished death, and brought 
life and immortality to light through the GrospeL 
He has abolished death that we might be no 
longer subject to death ; He has introduced life 
that we might derive it from Him, share it with 
Him. Here is the double truth on which 
Christian philosophy is built. 

See what the Scripture further says on this 
point. Observe how, beside and beyond the 
abolition of death, this active, energetic admin- 
istration of life is made to be an essential part 
of the work of Christ. 

You will remember that His death was 
voluntary. He had power to lay down His 
life ; it was the last and highest act of love to 
Jay it down for His friends ; being free from 
sin. He was not liable to the penalty of sin, it 
was only as our substitute — let me say it with 
;reverence — that He covld die. He died for us 
that we might not die ; He took His life sgaiu 
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that we might have life from Him, with Him^ 
in Him. '' Because I live, ye shall live also." 
« I Uve," writes St Paul, " yet not I,but Christ 
liveth in me ; and the life which I now live in 
the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of 
God ;" and again, " He died that we should live 
together with Him." 

And the truth is brought out with particular 
emphasis in the passage which I have chosen 
as my text, **If when we were enemies we 
were reconciled to God by the death of His 
Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be 
saved by His life." How saved by His life? 
Surely not, as some have read it, by the life of 
Christ in the flesh — by the obedience, the 
holiness, the sufferings of those thirty years 
of bondage endured by Him for us. We, 
indeed, call that His life, because we have . 
no better way of expressing what we mean — 
because the natural man cannot discern the 
things of the Spirit of God ; but in a truer 
and higher sense, the life of the Lord Jesus 
Christ began when He rose in His glorified 
human body, victorious over His enemies, the 
Deliverer of the race of His adoption. 

It is this life of Christ by which we are 
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saved — from the now living Clirist we draw 
our trae life. In the narrative of the early 
history of the Church, we read in a certain 
place, that "the Lord added to the Church 
daily such as should be saved*' — more correctly, 
such as were in the way to be saved — that is, 
they were already pardoned, washed, justified, 
or whatever term we choose to express absolute 
forgiveness of sin and remission of the penalty; 
their actual condition was that they were on 
the way to complete salvation, by virtue of the 
life of Christ, of which the Holy Ghost made 
them partakers ; being "saved by His life." I 
do not wish to suppress, or to put out of sightj 
all that class of blessings which Christians 
derive from their communion with Christ — 
dying with Him, rising again with Him, living 
with Him and in Him — I am only careful to 
point out, as I find it in Scripture, that this is 
altogether distinct from the benefit we derive 
from Christ having died far us. Admit this 
first, that all comes from Christ's death, as we 
have admitted it, and we are then ready to go 
on, and insist as strongly on the necessity of 
partaking in Christ's life. 

But we must learn to feel the reality and 
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the dignity of our standing as Christians ; as 
hdng in the number of such as shall be saved ; 
as being actually delivered from deaths actu- 
ally partakers of that life which has proved 
itself, in the person of Jesus Christ, superior to 
death. This spiritual life, let us claim it, enjoy 
it, give it full scope. It is true that it is here 
hampered and impeded by the opposition of 
the fl^h, but it has nothing in common with 
the 'flesh ; it cannot dwell with sin, it has no 
fear of death. God, indeed, would not save, 
except on the condition of holiness, and the at- 
tainment of holiness is a gradual and a painful 
process. If the Captain of our salvation was 
made perfect through suffering, it may well be 
that we must be brought to glory through the 
same discipline; hence the uncongenial, un- 
natural alliance of the regenerate soul with 
mortal flesh — hence the imprisonment of spirit 
within the body — hence the liberation of the 
living man only by the gate of death. 

Is it possible for language to bring out this 
truth more vividly than that of St Paul, when, 
after dwelling on the bitter conflict which was 
ever going on within him, between Christ and 
Satan, holiness and sin, life and death, he sums 
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up all with that cry from his inmost hearty — ^have 
none of us ever uttered it? — "Oh, wretched 
man that I am, who shall deliver me from the 
body of this death?" 

Or when, again, he declares that in the case 
of all Christians this mortal must put on im- 
mortality, and this corruption must put on in- 
corruption ? or ^hen, in that grandest of all ex- 
pressions of faith, his soul breaks out for the 
fervent desire he hath for the time when the 
struggle shall be over, the spirit shall be wholly 
triumphant, and '^ mortality shall be swallowed 
up of life?" 

In fact, when I ask you to mark this great 
truth on your memory and your heart, I am 
but urging you to give heed to that which holds 
a very prominent place in the whole system of 
the Gospel as it is declared by St. Paul. What 
else is the meaning of those well-known words, 
" Chrisl being raised from the dead, dieth no 
more. Death hath no more dominion over 
Him: for in that He died. He died imto sin 
once ; but in that He liveth. He liveth unto 
Crod. Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to 
be dead mdeed unto sin^ but oM/oe v/nto Qod, 
through Jesus Christ ou/r Lordf^ It is the 
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now living Christ from whom we draw our life. 
^ Being madeperfect^ He became the author of 
eternal salvation to them that obey Him." 

Being satisfied, then, that your actual con- 
dition is one of life, as contrasted with the 
state of death in which you would be but for 
the death of Christ accomplished, and the life 
of Christ now continuing to work in you by 
His l^irit; reflect further that your life is 
derived from Christ : there is no way but this. 
He does all for us, lives for us as well as died 
for us. As our High Priest, the representative 
of mankind. He ever liveth in the presence of 
Grod, receives for us the light and the life of the 
Godhead, and transmits them to our souls by 
sending to us the Holy Ghost He lives for 
us, as He died for us, and yet we must live with 
Him, as, if we are Christians, we have died with 
Him. 

No other existence or energy than that which 
flows from union with Him by faith, can satisfy 
the conditions of our true nature, or fulfil its 
capacities. There is in every one of us a power 
of animal existence for threescore years and 
ten, with every variety of natural endowments^ 
physical, intellectual, and moral. But a Chris- 
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tian does not call this his life. Life is to him 
a word of higher meaning and wider reach than 
this. His life is the life of Christy that which 
Christ now enjoys, and which he claims him.- 
self actually to possess even now. But it \a 
only from Christ, only in Christ that it is to be 
found. Therefore seek it in Christ. Let your 
soul go out to seek it in Him. 

The Lord Himself has taught us to use the 
ordinary processes of the natural world as emblems 
of spiritual things, signs by which we may inter- 
pret our own true inner life. 

See how the living tree supports its life* 
How the innumerable fibres of its roots are for 
ever reaching out on all sides, penetrating to 
the heart of the earth, moved almost by a kind 
of instinct in the search for food and nourish- 
ment, while every leaf is all the time drinking 
in health and strength, and new material for 
life and growth, from the atmosphere which 
surrounds it. 

So must it be with us, our souls must cleave 
to Christ, they must be rooted and grounded in 
Him, they must send out all their best feelings 
and finest affections to lay hold on ffim, and to 
draw their life from Him. No formal act of 
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worship can do this, it is an actual permanent 
intercourse of spirit with spirit, a real commu- 
nion with Christ and all the members of His 
body, in the Holy Ghost. 

Eefiect, again, that this life is ours now: 
understand your true present position, and live 
up to it. "If, when you were enemies you 
were reconciled to God by the death of His Son, 
much more being reconciled shall you be saved 
by His life." If you are really partakers of the 
benefits of Christ's death, assure yourselves that 
you are also entitled now to the possession of 
that which flows to His Church from His life. 
He has not died for you without giving you 
the power to live with Him ; if you have died 
with Him, be sure the same God who quickened 
Him has also quickened you ; it is our want of 
faith which makes us speak and think so doubt- 
ingly of our state in this present time, represent- 
ing all the blessings of the Gospel as futxure 
and uncertain. 

When the people of God had been brought 
out of Egypt and over the Eed Sea, and had 
seen all their enemies dead on the seashore, it 
is true they were not yet in possession of the 
land of promise, they had a weary road to tra- 



94 UFEL 

verse, much to Buffer, much to learn, before thejr 
reached it, and Jordan to pass at the end ; yet 
they were the people of God — they were a nation 
and a Church ; and of all the essential charac- 
teristics of the children of God, nothing was 
wanting, nothing was to be added by merely 
passing into Canaan ; only a fuller enjoyment of 
their privileges, a larger exercise of their love 
and duty, a more adequate expression of the 
new life and state which God had given them. 

And this is our position. We are no longer, 
thank God, in the house of bondage ; our own 
Lord has looked upon us in our low condition, 
and left the glories of His Father's house to 
come and bear our yoke for us, and set us free- 
He has brought us out with a high hand, and 
executed a terrible vengeance — a complete over- 
throw — upon His enemies and ours. Sin and 
death lie powerless to harm us, and He is lead- 
ing us on by the power of His own living Spirit 
towards the heavenly inheritance. 

It is on a right understanding of such truths 
as these, and a hearty, thankful acceptance of 
the way of salvation which God has provided 
us, that our future salvation, and our present 
happiness, depend. 
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If men will persist in shutting their eyes to 
the truth — if they will form a faJse and incom- 
plete conception of the Q-od whom they have 
to worship — of their own real capacities, and 
hecome satisfied with things as they are, con- 
tented with such aims, such motives, such 
powers, as this wreck of man's nature seems to 
afford of itself, it is in vain to look for anything 
saintly or Crodlike in their character, anything 
worthy of the true idea and original design of 
human nature. 

A loose profession of faith, and a low stand- 
ard of practice, must, in the main, be the 
result. 

But you who believe in a holy God — who 
believe that you are intended to be holy as He 
is holy, who, while yet afar off, shut out for a 
time by a cruel usurpation from your rightful 
inheritance, yet feel that you are children and 
heirs of the Most High — you who know that 
sin is that intruder that has hid your Father's 
fece from you for a time, and made you a 
wonder and a shame, even to yourselves, but that 
neither sin nor death has any right where they 
are ; you who have seen the Son of Crod become 
man that He might die for you and destroy sin 
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and death ; you who know and feel that He 
lives for you, auad that your life is from Him 
and in Him — (one falls naturally into the way 
of St, Paul) — what need to tell you what 
manner of persons you ought to be in all holy 
conversation ? what need to tell you that you 
must keep your bodies under, and bring them 
into subjection; that you must be pure in 
heart; that no corrupt communication must 
proceed out of your mouth ; that you must be 
true, and chaste, and humble, and gentle ; that 
you must rejoice evermore ; that you must pray 
without ceasing; that you must in everything 
give thanks? 

Eecognize your true character in relation to 
(rod ; believe that Christ died for you, and that 
you died with Him unto sin — that He now 
lives for you, and that your life is hid with 
Him in Grod; and there is no need of exact 
and elaborate directions for your conduct ; with 
this life there is given an instinct to discern 
good and evil, and the life which you live by 
the faith of the Son of God, is no other than 
the very life of Christ in you, by which you are 
saved. 



97 



SEEMON VIII. 
THE DECISION. 

PB. cxix. 57. 

"ThoU art my portion, Lord : I have said that I 
would keep Thy words." 

What a perpetual struggle is this life for the 
servant of Grod ! How many times over has 
he occasion to say such words as these! how 
many times to withdraw himself with an effort 
from contrary influences^ remind himself that 
he has already made his choice, that it is no 
longer an open question with him, whose he is 
and whom he shall serve ! " Thou, Lord, art my 
portion. I have said that I would keep thy 
words." 

Observe the twofold aspect in which the 
Psalmist regards his relation with God. 
1. "Thou art my portion, Lord." 
The soul of man has its desires, affections, 
instincts, hopes; and all these demand an 

H 
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object in which they may rest and find their 
complete satisfaction. All are engaged in this 
search after that which they agree to call happi- 
ness ; and the world offers a thousand objects 
to their choice, all making great pretensions, 
and all mere counterfeits, keeping their promise 
to the eye and breaking it to the hope. And 
some follow one object, some another; many 
pass their lives in a succession of experiments, 
trying every expedient that comes in their way, 
and confess their disappointment after iail. 

They only who take God for their portion 
are never disappointed. In Him they have an 
object of their love and worship that exceeds 
their very power of loving and adoration ; in 
Him the complete and final fulfilment of all 
the hopes, desires, aspirations of their best and 
highest nature. The Psalmist may have spoken 
the words of the text in reference to the well- 
known decree of God, in which it was said to 
Aaron, "Thou shalt have no inheritance in 
their land, neither shalt thou have any part 
among them. I am thy part and thine inheri- 
tance among the children of Israel." Let 
others take the com and the wine, the cities 
and the fields, hill and valley, fiock and herd. 
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Grod's priests have nothing to do with these. 
" The Lord is the portion of mine inheritance 
and of my cup, thou maintainest my lot." 

The servant of Grod goes through life with 
many things, as many as other men, to 
invite him on this side and that. Blessed is 
the man, especially blessed is the young man, 
who when pleasure entices him, or when a 
path opens out for him to fame and worldly 
honour, can recollect himself, and refrain his 
soul, and say, "Thou, Lord, art my portion, 
my soul has made its choice; I am satisfied. 
I have no wish to choose again." Thus, then, 
(1) the Psalmist is e^ressing the settled reso- 
lution of the man who has taken God as his 
portion for ever. 

2. He speaks also of moral obligation. Not 
only has he deliberately preferred the Lord and 
His service for the satisfaction of his heart's 
desires and affections, but he is bound and 
pledged to His service. " I have said, that I 
would keep thy words." This is the expression 
of a very different feeling, of a simple sense of 
duty, as we commonly speak. For there are 
times and circumstances in which even the 
best and strongest servants of Q-od have to fall 
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back upon this^ when they lose for a time the 
sense of delight^ and even satisfaction^ in the 
service of God^ and the possession of Grod^ so to 
speak, for their portion. He seems to be hid- 
ing His face from them, and to have forgotten 
them. Though, I say, in general, and certainly 
in the long run, Grod's children have the hap- 
piest and brightest life on earth, yet they 
have their days of darkness and of weakness. 
Then if they are tempted to forsake the Lord, 
and look for happiness apart from Him and 
away from Him, they have still this thought 
to withhold them. *^ I have said that I would 
keep thy word ; I have sworn and am stead- 
fastly purposed." 

This is the twofold purport of the Psalmist's 
words : — 

I will not look anywhere else for my happi- 
ness. ^* The Lord is my portion." 

I may 'not serve another Grod, or do things 
displeasing to my Grod. 

*^ I have said, I would keep His words." 

The first thing I recommend to your con- 
sideration in this passage is, the advantage of 
decision. Even ia the ordinary affairs of life, 
you all know what a satisfaction it gives to the 
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mind^ what strength and character to the con- 
duct, to have made up your mind. It is such 
a relief to be rid of the doubts and hesitation 
that have harassed you, and to have your end 
and your course fairly before you. 

And just as in any particular case it is a 
sensible relief and a sure source of strength to 
have your mind made up, so the habit of decid- 
ing firmly, and acting on your decisions, is that 
which more than any other thing makes and 
marks a strong character. As a rule of worldly 
wisdom merely, it is one of the first laws for 
the regulation of conduct in going out into the 
world. Let there be some points at least settled 
in your mind. Act, and let the world see that 
you act, in these things as one who has made 
his decision. There will always be matters 
enough in which every man must use his judg- 
ment as the case occurs ; many questions left 
open to the very end, which may and which 
must be settled according to the circumstances 
of the hour. But every one of you should have 
your choice made, finally, irrevocably on some 
points ; some questions no more open questions : 
if it is not so, you must give up all hope of 
real moral power or influence, you must take 
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your place with the many who are led of 
driven by the few. 

And of all points^ the one on which you must 
have your mind made up ; of all questions^ the 
one that must not be left an open question^ is 
this of the Psalmist. The law of Christ is a 
law of liberty ; your tastes, your feelings, your 
inclinations, are left in a large and liberal 
degree unfettered ; but when a case arises, such 
as that which may have called this ejaculation 
from the Psalmist, a case which involves the 
questions, ** what are you, whose are you, to 
whom are you looking as the object of your 
love, faith, hope, worship ?" you must be pre- 
pared with such words of quiet resolution as 
these, "Thou art my portion, Lord: / ha/ve 
aaid.^^ As young men setting out to take your 
place, and play your part hereafter in the world, 
you must not hope for any real steadiness, 
strength, or dignity of character, you will never 
even be safe, without this. 

Consider it in the twofold view I have 
already suggested. "Thou art my portion.^^ 
Look into your own hearts, and you will under- 
stand better than words can explain to you, 
what philosophers mean when they say that all 
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mankind are in search of something which they 
agree to call happiness. At this moment you 
are all looking forward to your next step in 
life, or to more distant steps, for pleasure, honour, 
liberty ; and you know that you have besides 
something within you too deep to be fully realised 
or expressed — affections that refuse to be satis- 
fied with any object you have yet found, or 
ever will find on earth : that, in fact, you must 
know, and possess, and love God, the true God, 
or the purpose of your being is missed, your 
highest, truest nature is not satisfied. 

Then before you venture into the world, 
before you are exposed to the trial which you 
must pass through, when other objects will bid 
high for your affections, see and judge whether 
you can say in sincerity, " Thou, Lord, art my 
portion." To have Gt)d for your portion implies 
that you know Him, that you have chosen Him, 
that you are satisfied, that you are contented 
to forego all other objects of love and worship 
for His sake. To forego all else ; observe this. 
These are the words of one who knew what it 
was to go against the stream, to lose much of 
pleasure and excitement, often to be left out of 
that in which he would fain have joined, and 
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whose only comfort was in reminding himself 
that the Lord was his portion. 

If this is your profession too^ and if you are 
going to be true to it, your next few years must 
be years of conflict, self-denial, patience, en- 
durance; you will have to bear much, to forego 
much, and you must find your strength and 
comfort in this same reflection. 

And it is not only the ordinary trial of your 
time of life that awaits many of you, and under 
which you will need all the strength of a 
mature resolution, and an engaged affection; 
some of you will have also to encounter the 
dangers and difficulties which attend of ne- 
cessity a high standard of intellectual culture ; 
and these are so great, that one is tempted 
sometimes to think that it would be better 
to withhold from one's children an advantage 
which is attended with conditions so perilous. 
But this would argue a want of faith in the 
word and Spirit of God, which can, and often 
does, m€Js:e the brightest natural gifts of mind 
the channels of His grace. 

Some of you who have learned to know God 
as He describes Himself to the ear of faith, 
whose understanding is satisfied with the reve- 
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lation, and, still more, whose conscience now 
testifies to its truth, will hereafter undoubtedly 
have other Grods offered to you as objects of 
worship. I say advisedly other Gods, because 
they who represent Grod otherwise than as He 
represents Himself, who offer you a totally 
different account of His character and relations 
with mankind, of His law and His require- 
ments, are virtually inviting you to love, honour, 
and worship another Grod. I trust that your 
belief in the Grod whom you have hitherto 
known and served, whose word you have found 
to be true, is not a mere transient impression, 
to be effaced by the first wind of new doctrine 
which passes over it. I hope your affections 
are too much engaged to be hastily transferred 
to another, that you have so made Him your 
portion, that you will feel yourselves wronged, 
hurt, grieved, to have another proposed to you 
in His stead. 

Sealize the true Grod — whom to know is 
life eternal — the holy Grod, the just Grod, the 
ever-living personal Creator, Preserver, Judge, 
Saviour, the Grod in whose sight sin cannot 
remain, who is pledged to destroy it utterly and 
for ever, the God who only saves His people in 
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making them perfectly holy ; keep the true idea 
of Grod fixed and settled in your understanding 
and in your hearty and remember how com- 
pletely this^ and this only, satisfies the question- 
ings of your mind, and the deepest longings of 
your heart, and then say, Thau art my portion, 
and none other : my soul has made its choice ; 
others may be still on the search, asking on all 
sides "Who will show us any good ?" I have 
found what I wanted ; / shall serve the Lord.^^ 

But your trial will be searching and severe. 
You will often have to fall back on the latter 
thought of the Psalmist, " / have said.^* 

There will be moments of passion when the 
fever of pleasure, the sudden, imperious impulse 
of sensual gratification, will altogether for a 
time silence the true voice of the heart, and 
make you forget the heart's true choice. Temp- 
tations will hurry you into sin, which in your 
calmer hours you would despise ; and at such 
moments the love of Grod in Christ may lose its 
hold on your aflfection, and you may feel in- 
clined to murmur at the restraint instead of 
rejoicing in the happiness and honour of your 
portion. Yet remember, " I have said.^^ 

And then, on the other hand, there will be 
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intellectual dangers for some of you. The 
simple faith of your childhood will be put to 
the test of comparison with new theories, bril- 
liant fancies, and subtle speculations. You 
will .hear it spoken of with contempt, as obso- 
lete and unphilosophical, by those who direct 
the thoughts and opinions of your generation. 

You are quite unable now to estimate the 
strength of this temptation. I have myself 
seen a whole generation of young men, educated 
and trained like yourselves, fairly swept away by 
the current of popular opinion, till they were 
beyond the help of sound judgment and right 
reason, and found too late to their dismay and 
despair that they were the victims of a mere 
delusion. 

Let me hope that you wUl go out into the 
world so far at least established in the truth as 
not lightly to forsake if for a specious false- 
hood, so far satisfied with the service you have 
embraced as not to change your colours on the 
first temptation. 

Bemember that you have here in a solemn 
and public manner made your choice, with 
the full assent of your imderstanding and the 
deliberate approval of your conscience. You 
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have said that you would keep His word. It 
ought to be something more than the first 
sound of an eloquent voice, or the first enun- 
ciation of a plausible theory, to move you from 
such a position. 

For the attainment of such ends, for your 
establishment in the Christian faith, I hope 
and believe that this past term has been of 
some service. Many of us, I think, will have 
reason ever hereafter to look back upon it as 
one of the happy and profitable passages of our 
lives. Grod has been giving you occasions for 
recollection, for thought, for feeling, for action : 
and I am bound to acknowledge, as I do with 
great thankfulness, that, as a body, you have 
not failed to take advantage of them. 

It is G-od alone who directly and unerringly 
reads your hearts ; I can only judge in general, 
and from your outward behaviour. A high 
standard of conduct, a conscientious attention 
to daily work, indications frequently occurring 
of kindly feeling among yourselves, and the 
increasing interest of these happy services of 
ours, are all evidences not« to be disregarded of 
a good principle at work among you, though 
they are only valuable in so far as they spring 
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from a work of the Holy Spirit in your souls, 
and a real, personal dedication of your hearts 
to God. 

Most of you, I hope, will come back after 
the vacation to make further proof of your 
sincerity, and, with Grod's help, to take higher 
ground still. Some few are leaving us for 
other work and other trials, but not, I am sure, 
to forget this place, nor the lessons which Grod 
has taught them, nor the vows which they have 
made to Him here. 

To all let this be the sum of the term's work. 
Forgetting for a time whatever else you have 
done, or learned, or gained, during this period, 
your bodily growth, your mental improvement, 
the healthy exercise of your aflfections, remem- 
ber, each of you, that this is the time in which 
you Tnade your choice and took your service. 

Whatever happens, if all else in your life is 
left to the current of events, to chance, as men 
say, consider this as settled for ever. You 
have studied your own nature, its wants, its 
capacities, its eternal destinies : you have 
learned to know the true God, and His love 
to you in Christ; and you have deliberately 
chosen Him as the worthy object of your 
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worship, the only entire satisfaction of your 
wants. 

This question is settled. " Thou art my 
portion, Lord ; I have said that I would 
keep Thy words." 
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Companion to the Book of Common Prayer of the 

United Church of England and Ireland. 24mo. cloth, 2«. 6<r. 

Consistency. By Charlotte Elizabeth. Sixth 

Edition. ISmo. boards, 2«. M. 

Constance and Edith ; or. Incidents of Home Life. 

By a CLBRaYMAN's Wirs. Fcap. cloth, 4«. 6d. 



" ThiB is one of those Bhnple quiet tales ofEngUsh domertie life wlilcdi afford ^ 

to youthfiil readen ; its tone is reUcious and moral, lessons being also conveyed onnsefid 
praotieal points in regard to beha^our and conduct. It is a tale that may be safldy and 
-with advantage put into the hands of children."— Xiteranr GoMtte. 

"A well-intentioned and pleasant tale, realty consisting of 'Incidents of Home life.'" 
•-8!p«0fator. 

*' The stoxj is sufficiently varied in its incidents to sastain the attention of the readers 
throughout"— Ifomiiv P(Mi. 

" This is apleasing book for yevug people, and, as such, we are glaA to reconunendit" 
— Chwreh of England MagoMine. 

*' This interesting tale will become a great fitvourite with both parents and children.'' 
— Jlfomlfv Berald. 

COUETENAY, Bishop.— The Future States, their 

Evidences and Nature : considered on Principles Physical, Moral, and 
Scriptural, with the Design of showing the Value of Gospel ReTelatlon. 
By the Bight Rer. Rsgihaud CouBTSxrAr, D.D. Lord Bishop of 
Kingston, Jamaica. 8yo. oloth, 6«. 

COTJTTS, Hiss BTJRDETT. — A Summary Account 

of Prises for Common Things, offered and awarded by Bliss Bnrdett 
Coutto at the Whitelands Training Institution. Third Edition, greatly 
enlarged, 8vo. cloth. Is, 64. 
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CBEWDSON, Mrs. — Lays of the Reformation and 

other Lyrics, Scriptural and Miflcellaneoos. By Jamx Crewdson, 
Author of ** The Singer of EiMnach," ** Aunt Jane*s Venes for Children, 
&o. Feap. olotb, bs, 

" We have read tlieae Poems -with mneh pleasure ourselves, and we donbt not tliat our 
veaders will ex^oy their high religions tone, their rapid but faithftal pictnresqneness, 
their faultless mnsie, and their many delicate delineataons."— I/ttsrory OoMette. 

" The verse is sonorous rather than sinewy, frequently, however, pleasing rather than 
otherwise. The Authoress has good aspirations, and some tenderness of feeling."— 
Afktnaum. 

" This little rolnme contains some very sweet rerses and nohle thoughts."— Jtforniiv 

" Spirited stansas in praise of Wyoliffe, Luiiier, and others."- Clsrieol Journal. 

CBUDEN, A. — A complete Concordance to the 

Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testament ; or, A Dictionary and 
Alphabetical Index to the Bible. In Two Parte. To which is added, 
A Concordance to the Apocrypha. By Albxaxtdu Cbudxit, M.A. 
The Ninth Edition. With a Life of the Author, by Alxxamdxb Chai.- 
XKBS, F.S.A. 4to. boards, 1/. Is. 

CTJNNINaHAM, Rev. J. W.— Sermons. By the 

Rer. J. W. Cdnnimghax, A.M. Vicar of Harrow, and late FeUow of 
St. John's College, Cambridge. Fifth Edition. 3 toIs. 8to. bds. U. Is. 

Six Lectures on the Book of Jonah. Fcap. 

boards, 3s. 

The Velvet Cushion. Eleventh Edition. 

Fcap. boards, 6«. 

DBUIOCOND, H. — Social Duties on Christian 

Principles. By the late Hxmxt Dsumxomd, Bsq. M.P. Fifth Edition. 
Fcap. cloth, 4«. 

EDELlttAN, Rev. W. — Sermons on the History of 

Joseph. Preached' In the Parish Church of St. Mary, Wimbledon. 
By the Rev. W. Bdxlmam, Perpetoal Curate of Merton. 12mo. doth, 5s. 

The Family Pastor ; or. Short Sermons for 

Family Beading. ISmo. cloth, 3t. 6d, 

EDIOJNBS, Eev. J. — The Seven Sayings of Christ 

on the Cross. Seven Lent Lectures. To which is prefixed, a Gospel 
Harmony of the Passion of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. With 
Explanatory Notes. By the Rev. John Edmumos, M.A. formerly 
Fellow of the University of Durham. Fcap. cloth, 3s. 6d. 



Works Published by 



EDKUirDS) Xer. J. 

Sermons, prieached for the most part in a 

Country Church in th« Diocese of Dnrham. Second ScrioB. Fcap. 

cloth, 5«. M. 

" The Senmons oontalned in ttda roliime an nnenlly tonnd and emlnenthr px«etieal, 
d adminUr adapted for the pvrpoie for which they are published— to oe read in 
oiliei to ctaildien and lerranta on the Bnndaj eTening.'-^Tbm Butt, 



Eighteen Maxims of Neatness and Order. To 

which it prefixed an Introduction bj Tbxkksa Tidt. Twenty-fourth 
Edition. 18mo. sewed, 6fl. 

Ethel Woodville ; or, Woman's Ministry. A Tale 

for the Times. 8 Tola. fcap. doth, 12<. 

** ' Ethel Woodville' ia a tale told br a gracefiil and a pious pen. Its moral is, that 
no woman can expect happiness if she be united to a man not navingthe fear of God. 
The ehazacter of the heroine is finely and tenderly drawn, and ttie whole progress of 
the story mores gracefully and gently. There is no tpxmoil, no exciting scenes ; 
and yet it may be read without weariness, but certainly not without prcflBt"— Thb 
CBiTia 

*'A elSTBr story J we can recommend it aa being eonsidecaUy above the eonunon 
IsTd of its kind."-«LnMUBT Oazxttx. 

Far off: Part L ; or Asia Described. With Anec- 
dotes and numerous Illustrations. By the Author of ** Peep of Day/' 
fto. Eighteenth Thousand. Fcap. cloth, 4«. 6tf. 

* We have sometimes met elersymen who are in the habit of endeaToniing to promote 
the Missionary cause in their panshes, who would be thankfbl for such a Hnle book as 
this. It seems to us just the sort of book that migl^t be read out to a class of young per- 
sons, either in National Schools or otherwise, and which wonld be c«ctain to intiaest 
them exeeedini^."— Ai^lM BavUw. 

Part 11. ; or, Australia, A&ica, and America 

Described. With Anecdotes, and numerous niustrations. Twelfth 
Thousand. Fcap. cloth, U, 6d. 

FAWCETT, Rev. J. — An Exposition of the Gospel 

aocording to St. John. By the Rev. Johk Fawcbxt, BCA. late Incom- 
bent of St. Cnthbert's, Carlisle. 3 vols. 8to. doth, 21«. 

An Exposition of the Acts of the Apostles. 

3 Tols. 8to. cloth, 24s. 

Christian Life ; or, the Principles and Prac- 
tice which distinguish the Genuine Christian. Illustrated in Thirty 
Discourses. Bro* cloth, 7«. 

FENELON. — ^Extracts from the Religious Works of 

Fenelon, Archbishop of Cambray. Translatea flrom the Original 
French by Miss Mabshall. Eleventh Edition, with a Portrsit. 
Fci^. doth, it. 
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ITSCSERj J. — The Achievements of Prayer. 

Selected ezdiuiTel/ from the Holy Scriptures. Bj the late Josbph 
F I NCB BK, Esq. With a Testimon jr to the Work by the late James Mont- 
gfMnery. Third Edition. ISmo. cloth, 6«. 

FORSYTH, Rev. J; H. — Sermons by the late Rev. 

John Hamilton Fobsttq, M.A. Curate of Weston-super^BAare, and 
afterwards Minister of Dowry Chapel, Clifton, Domestic Chaplain to the 
Marquis of Thomond. With a Memoir of the Author, by the Rer. 
Edwabd Wilson, M.A. Vicar of Nocton, Lincolnshire. Third £:dition. 
8to. cloth, with Portrait, I0«. 6d. 
The character of Mr. Forsyth is one which we sreatlr admire," 4e.— ChnUHtm 



GARBETT, Archdeacon. — Christ on Earth, in Hea- 
ven, and on the Jndgment-seat. By the Ven. Jaxbs Oabbxtt, M.A. 
Archdeacon of Chichester. B vols. IBmo. cloth, \2i, 
**No one eon read these volumes without great delight and profii."— CAriiMan 
Ofnerver. 

Parochial Sermons. 2 vols. 8vo. cloth, 

each 12«. 

Christ as Prophet, Priest, and King ; heing a 

Vindication of the Church of England Arom Theological Novelties. In 
Eight Lectures, preached before the University of Oxford, at Canon 
Bampton's Lecture, 1842. 2 vols. 8vo. cloth U. 4«. 

The Beatitudes of the Mount. In Seventeen 

Sermons. 12mo. cloth, 7«. 
" There iB a depth and a soUdity in these discourses, which favourably distinguish 
them from so many of the superficial productions with which the press is teeming. 
The reader cannot but feel that he has something worth thinking of presented to him ; 
and the more he ponders them the greater will be his veoHlr— Church of Englam 
Hagtuine. 

aiBBOir, E.— The History of the Decline and Fall 

of the Boman Empire. By Edwaiu> Gibbon, Esq. New Edition. 
8 vols. 8vo. cloth, 3/. 

GIBSON, Bishop. — The Sacrament of the Lord's 

Supper Explained; or, the Things to be known and done to make a 
worthy Communicant. With suitable Prayers and Meditations. By 
Edmdno Gibson, D.D. late Lord Bishop of London. Mew Edition, 
Fcap. cloth, 2s. 6d. 

Family Devotion; or, an Exhortation to 

Homing and Evening Prayer in Families: with two Forms of Prayer, 
suited to those two Seasons, and also fitted for the n^e of one Person in 
Private, &o. (Reprinted from the Eighjteenth Edition.) Fcap. elotb, 8s; 

a2 
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The Gipsies. Dedibated, by permission, to Jahbs 

Ciutt, tbo GfiNlies'Trieiid. Feap. oloth, 4«'. 6tf. 

OOODE, Eev. P. — The Better Covenant practically 

Considered, flNwa H«b. yiii. 6, 10-12; wi%b a fiapplement on Philip. &. 
• 13, 13, and Motes. 'By the late Hev. 1F. Gooi>^ M.A. Filth Edition. 
To which is added, A Sermon on Jer. x£d. Sl-84. Fcap. cloth, 7«. 

OOODE, Veaii. — ^The Nature of Christ's Presence 

In the Eucharist ; or, the Tme Doctrine of the Beal Presence Vindi- 
cated ; in opposition to the fictitious Real Presence asserted by Arch- 
deacon Denison, Mr. (late Archdeacon) Wilberforce, and Dr. Pusey: 
with ftall proof of the real character of the attempt made by those 
anthon to rrpreseot their doctrine at that of the Church of England 
and her diTines. By the Very Ber. Wiluam Ooodb, D.D. F.S.A. 
DeanofRipon. 3 vida. 8to. cloth, 84«. 

Aid for Determining some Disputed Points 

in the Oeraaionial ^t, the Ghureh of Batflaiid. > -Seoond EditioD, 8t». 
doth, 4k. 

— - A Vindication of the Doctrine xrfth^ Church 

of England on the Validity of the Orders of the Scotch and Foreign 
Non-Eplsoopal Ohuiohet. Sto. doth, fit. 

The Doctrine of the Church of England as 

to tUe EfHsOts of Baptism in the case of Infknts. With' an Appendix, 
c<mtaining the Baptismal Senrices of Luther and the Nuremberg and 
Cdlogne Lltihrgiee. Second Edition. 8to. doth, L5«, 

The Gospel of Other Days ; or. Thoughts on Old 

and New Testament Scriptures. By the. Auth^ of ** 8ee4 Time.Vid 

'Harrest." ISmo. cloth. U. ' 

''w«.bearti]yweleoaie the Itttls book .... As a sound and eminently praetieal 
eompresiion of a great Bubiect into a yexy small oompass, wo can heaitity xeoommend 
iL''—BiekenUth'i Weekly VieUor. 

OBAGLIA, C. — A Pocket Dictionary of the Italian 

and Engli^ lACguages. By C. Gaaqlia. Square ISmo. bound, 4s. 6tf. 

OBAY, Mrs. H. — History of Rome for Young 

Persons. With numerous Wood Engravings. Second Edition, corrected. 
By Blrs. HAiOLtON GaAT. 1 toI. ISnib. dothi $«. 

" A very ingenious attempt to bring the recent dUcoverien of tbe critical school into 
worUng eompcftitlon with tlie mlMraUe Ooldsmifhs and Flnnocks of oar youfh."— 
ChrUtian Bemembraneer. 
ft^it iS f JSif S£l, 4.^*ll: ^^ J^^^*^f JfS^* of narration is admiirably calculated to awaken 
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GRAY, Mrs, H. 

•; Emperors of Rome from .A^gyst^lfl tp Con- 

stantiiM : being a Continuation of the History of liome. 1 Vol. i2mo. 
with lUuBtrationt. 8*. 
" 3op>imT E^ppUcdUiiiiB al^ mi^a ta n< for ytiorifi vxiit^dt^? »p«ilo^ df Ufe wtifia 
itaf! mind tn Bti^iiiukiiif to dcvelcpB iLi poner, qjid ti> an^ aftUsfuitlna in {jionnecUxig t]be 

litfiid thfii' vrlntnoB, whirl], IjTJwtver widely cLri:Tilat*4, liaTe not half tin? <?liT?iilAtJ.aD 
wkli^h ihey dcftetve. TbL^ WW cliinrty wrUten. They n^iElitr nitinetLT It* ^hUdiih Lm- 
fcedlity, aax talte ftir jiTKntf d A mcMure af kuowk^lgts wJiieli cannot bo lawAiU^v Bip«rt*4 



cf. £li& yiiuD^, Huiy prcBont Llio d^o uf lilfltot^ aa It »all>' lit— nut ■& ictk'is at drf 
dft«S,Li, ncir ijfjicirRCOUS epictAcIot^lmt with enon^li ofpl^n f&(^tta Inniru^it ihff lUidcT. 
itandiup, and of ruiuikiitic iiQcldcnt to itiucEla tljB synipatiilet and aflfectluaB."— 



" UTt biavir BO bttflllatloD in lavlii);^ that tbls 1^ nn« of Lhe b«et hlbtori#e pf t^(^ Roinun 
£liipirf! for ctlElLEr4j.l1 and yeiUllK pra^iei wldcli bug c^tqc iindor am UnUcc, tf m. Hamil- 
toit Gniy hiiii mudeburiM.urucquiiLiiik'd wSih lit irai^l ujind uf U)4^ nuiTe iniipL}rLa]itancii?nt 
writers oil the »ubJn;tof wlutfh aht^treata, miii alRo wUlj tJiP ciiLi^mfl ot Ntotuhr cjid 
OtiiQf modern ihvaatLijatornjf tUjiQSJi hintwrr-"— JtAifnttUfh. , 

"It jjiB? b* jk^cninTnended an a cl#Br, TApld^ ami wcll^iumafctd flumniaiy ^iffaats. 
psinted >»y frequ4>ntbiU bftef r^ri^s'Mnn^. . . . Tin? bcnih is a Tfciif jfoiij eLUuptiiilJiiia 
of thf Ttp jwsriftf HifltoTy, primarily dtMiigntd ftiTAhUdfen, but oflofnl for alL-— SMiitriur. 

" It wooJ'l tMS an erroniioaK kmpr^Aftmn in iiqnT^- ortMi YdLniiie^ that ItW wrlit^a 
ululy for JichoolE and ehildreci. In reality U !« »□ Lifriflii^ent. for moro LDcely tn ht^ u^. 
fal lu ^hjwti-up p^mit^na^ wlic cU] reUcct Bpon ttis wtirldng: ofnteniTal lawi, (Lndmalce 
Ihihlr hvra abMn'atiuna upon man and tlu^Ha. Aitrilttng i7bBJiifl«r1|t[c of tlifi twok ii 
the imparUaii^ cj/iu pcUUcal toii^, uid 1(« lilgli monJ feeling."— Jl^xusiinfr. 

The History of Etruria. Part I. Tarchun 

and his Times. From the Foundation of Tarquinia to the Foundation 

of ftome. Piut II. il'rom the Foimdation of Rome to the (General 

Peace of Anno Tarquiniensis, 889, b.O. 346. 2 vols, post ^TO.eloth, 

each 12«. 

'* A work wbieh ire strong seooaasModaa e«rtaiil t» jafBord .fikaMV«-aad profit to 
every ntAex.''''Atheneeum. 

Tour to tlie Sepulchres of Etrttria hi 18^39. 

Thix*d Edition. With numerous intutMitloiUj i^oft ftfo. «lotb,wl/. U. 

" Mn. dray hafe won*an honotir»bl« place iix th^ large assembty' of tnodem female 
writers."— <Quar(eWy Aevieto. ... 



We warmer recommend Mrs. Gray's most useful and interesting volame."- 



SMnburgk 

aRAY, Miss A. 0?.— The Twiii Pdpils ; or, Educa- 

tion at Home. A Tale addressed to the Young. By. Ann Tbomsom 

Obat. Fcap. doth, 1s.6d. 

** Tlie itoxy is weU plaaaed. well varied, and Well wntCen.''-HB|<tif9eter<M'. 

" More Bonnd principles and useful practical remarka we have not lately met in any 
w^rk on the, mttcb-treated subject of education. The book is -mitten with liveliaess «s 
wen as good sense."— X^ferary QazelU. 

" A volume of excellent tendency, wfaltih may be pot with safety and odvantags into 
the bands of well-edueated young people.'V-^vaniwMctU Magtuine. 

GRIFFITH, Rev. T.— The Spiritual Life. By the 

Rev. TaoxAS Gkiffith, A.M. Minister of Ram's Episcopal Chapel, 
Homerton. Eighth Edition. Feap. cloth, 4«. 
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QiBIFFTTS, Bey. T. 

Sermons preached in St James's Chapel, 

Hyde. Second 'Edition. Fcap. dolh, 6«. 

Live while you Live. Seventh Edition. 

18ino.«k«h,1«.6tf. 

The Lord's Prayer : contemplated as the 

ExpreaSon of 4lie Primuy Elemento of Devoutneas. Second Edition. 
Fcftp. cloth, %$. 

The Lord's Supper : its Nature, Require- 
ments, Benefits. Tliird Edition. Fcap. cloth, 1«. Gd, 

' Confirmation, and the Baptismal Vow for 

Catechmnens, CoaununicMita, Parents, and Sponsors ; with Practieal 
Helps for Catechumens. Fourth Edition. Fci^. doth, S«. 

Confinnation: its Object, Importance, and 

Benefit; with Fracticsl Helps A>r those about to be Confirmed. Sixth 
Edition. Priee44.or8«.64.|>erdok. 

OEIMSTOK, HoiL Miss. — ^Arrangement of the Com- 
mon Prajer-Beok and Lessons. Dedicated, bj Permission, to Her 
lli^esty. 

The peonttar adrantage of this amngement consists in haring the«ntlre 
Morning and Erening Serrlces printed in a clear type, in two portable 
T<dames, one for tlie Morning and the other ibr the ETcning. 

Royal 8Smo. moroooo^ elegant • • « . Xl 4 <0 
Ditto plain . « . . 1 1 

Ditto calf, gnt leares . . . . 16 a 

EANKINSOir, Eev. T. E. — Poems. By Thomas 

Epw AliDS Hanicinsoii, M. a. late of Corpus Chiisti .College, Cambridge, 
and Minister of St. Matthew's Chapel, Denmark BiH. Edited by his 
Brothers. PifthEdiaon. Fcap. cloth, 7i. 

Sermons. 8va doth, 10«. QcL 

SAKE, Eev. A. W. — Sermons to a Country Con- 

gregi^ion. By Auodstus William Hajus, A.M. late Fellow of New 
College, and Rector of Alton Barnes. Eighth Edition. 3 vols. ISmo. 
doth, 14*. 
T.?^-'^>i? !l?^ ** svp«a» to ^>J^VoA*^^*of ▼ay rsre merit, end tcsUm a 



notion we bare alway* ejAertM,ined, that a sennon for otur rural congregation! there 

■omewhere wm, If it eonldbe hit off, wUeh In Imgoage ahonld be fiuniV '"*- —^ *" 

plain, and in matter aolid wittaouL being abatnuej*— QNflft0r% £t9<ew. 
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HASTINOSy Bev. H. J. — Parochial Sermons, &om 

Trinity to Advent. By Hcnb>t Jamss Hastinqs, M.A. Honorary Canon 
of Worcetter, Bural Deao* Rector of Martiey, Worcestershire. 8to. 
cloth, i2t, 

HATCHABa), Rev. T. ff.— The Floweret Gathered; 

a Brief Memoir of a Departed Daughter. By T. Goodwin Hatchabd. 

M.A. Sector of St. Nicholas, Ouildford. Third Thousand. Square 

16mo. U. 

"This is an aeeooni of one of the lamlw of deist's foUl, who eidiiUted the truest 
simplicity and natural character of a child, united to unwavering trust in and love to 
thi^ Saviour, who took her early to himaelt It is ca)culate4 bpth to interest, and, we 
trust, greatly to ramfit^onr young firiends, as apattem oC early piety."— OAttraAo/JEhj^tolul 
8undaif-$ehool MorUh^ Magatinefor TeaeKtn. 

" No one can rise from the perusal of this little Tolume without feeling deeply inter* 
eated in the lovely ehsnAteK ol the dear Addis."— JewtoA InMtgme*. 

' This is a touching litUe narratiTe for the young. Few wBl wad it wittumt a fnXL 

■ -the shedding of a ' ^ -"- -" '^ .^..^—..« 

r JemUh Adwtemtt. 



heart, and the diedding of a te«r of sweet sympathy with ' The Floweret aathered." • 
Chtldmn'iJ "*"*" '"'" "*" 



Thanksgiving; or. The Wave-Offering and 

the Heave-Offering. A Harvest Sermon preached in Havant Church 
on Sunday, August 20, 1854. 8vo. price M. 

The German Tree; or, a Moral for the 

Young. Price U. 

Feed My Lambk : a Lecture for Children in 

Words of One Syllable ; to which is added a Hymn. Seventh Thousand. 
SSmo. 3tf. ; or 2s, «tf. I^er doBsn* 

Food for my Flock : being Sermons delivered 

in the Parish Choreh of Haftfnt, Hants. Fcap. cloth, 5s. M. 

" These Sermons are marked by imaffected piety, great clearness of exposition, and a 
direct plainness of style and purpose which render them pre-eminent^ practieaL"— 



" A set of ^ain, spirited dlseounes, which art not uaUicely to disturb the repose of 
the drowqr, and to send home simple truths to the hearts that heed them. The Sermons 
are, besides, scriptural in their doctrinal views, charitable in temper, uapolemical, 
rather asserting the truth than contending for it."— CAristiow Obttrwr,. 

HATHEBELL, Eev. Dr.— The Signs of the Second 

. Advent of our Blessed Lord, collected firom the words of Jesus and ap- 
plied to our own times. In Twelve Sermonsb preached during the season 
of Advent, in the years 1856 and 1867, in the Church of St. James, West- 
end, Southampton. By Jaicks Wiluaiqi HATBxaxiXj D.D. Incumbent. 
12mo. doth, 5«. 
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HEPn, Dr. — The Reformers of England and 

Germany in the Sixteenth Centuiy; their Intereoone and CorrMpond- 
eikoe. A Historical Sketch, Including rahiable Original Documents. 
By Dr. Hsppb, of Marburg, Author of ** A History of ProteaCantiftn,'' 
&c Translated, with additions, including hitherto unpublished letters 
flrom Martin Lvther and Justus Jonas to Thomas Cremwell. By th* 
Rer, Hermann Schmettau and Rer. B. Harris Cowper. Fcap. clotli, 

" This ia a well-infonned and beantifdl volume, presentinff a ralnable selection of 
historic ftusta tonching great men, the instruments of producing a great Terofaition in 
human afliBixBJ*-«BuTX8H BAmma. 

HEY, Mrs. — The Holy Places, a series of Sonnets; 

and other Poems. By R^secca. Her, Author of **The Moral of 
Flowers,** "The Sphrit of the Woods,** *« BeooUsctions of the Laken," 
fce. fco. Feap. cloUi, ba. 

" ' The Holy Places and other Poems 'are of no common ovder ; the thooghts being 
finely conceived, and the expression very perfect. The Sonnets deserve to be general^ 
known."— Cuchicai. Journai.. 

*' Chaei»,-«we«t, ant jnnsieal, ^ these t>oem«> There U a ^izit of natmd poetry in 
every tiuOb of her mnse. and one can hardlf rise ftrom a perosal of this Mttle tolume 
^fchoot hailing ^bihed pleasure and instroetion'"— Critic. 

" There is vigour and freshness about these poems* combined with much real eameat- 
nessofpurposeT*— Bbxj.'s MxssxMOBa. • • 

" These poems are conceived in an eminently pious spirit and marked by a very fidr 
amount of uteraxy ability. The proceeds of the work are to be devoted to the aid of the 
gpeo^l]|)yAon«ini^|ia."— '^pBKg^^B. ^ ^ 

Hints on Early Education and Nursery Discipline. 

. «JCtfB|Bii|h:EiMtlo<i. ltaio..cloth,8«.£ir. 

Hints for Reflection. Compiled from various Au- 
thors, Third Edition, a2ipo. cloth, 2«. 

HODOSOIT, Eev. C— Family Prayers for One Month. 

By various Clergymen. Arranged and Edited hy the Rer. Cbaelvs 
Hodgson, BLA. Rector of Barton-le-Street, Yorkshire. Abri^^^ed 
Edition. To which have been added. Prayers for Psrticular Seasons. 
Amongst the Contributors are His Grace the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, the late Rev. Chancellor Raikes, the Ven. Arohdeaeon Sandford, 
the late Rer. J. Haldane Stewart, Rev. Charles Bridges, Rev. C. A. 
Thutlow, the U^ Rev. £. Biokarsteth, &o. &c. Foap. eloth, 8«. 6ci. 

Holidays at Lynmere; or, Conversations on. the 

MiracMS of our Lord. By a Lai>t. Edited by the Rer. CaamLis F. 
MA^Btftfn, Mi A. Felloi^ of GaiAs College, Cambvldgs.. 18mo. cloth, 

a*. 
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HOPS, Sr. — ^Memoirs of the late James Hoi)ei M.D» 

Physician to St George's Hospital, Jbo. &o. By Mrs. Hops. To which 

are added, Bemarks on CUssical £dncatioa, by Dr. Hops. And 

Letters from a Senior to a Junior Physidaa. by Dr. BuanRB. The 

whole edited by Kxsuf Gsamt, ICD. &o. &o. Fourth Editimi. Post 

8to. cloth, 7<. 

" Tlie general, m well as tbe medioal resder, will flndtitis a most IntsxesCiiif end 
iXMtrnetiTe yoliime."— <?tfnfl«fiuM'« Magatine. 

" Arery istenatlngmeaioir to every elsss of readers.'^--Ckr<f (tea ObesrMr. 

HUKE and SMOLLETT.— The History of England, 

teom tbe Invasion of fJullus Caesar to the Death of George tbe Second. 
By D. Hem and T. Sneuarr. M) vols. Svo. cloth, 4/. 

The Interrogator; or, Universal. Ancient History, 

In {Questions and Answers. By a Last. ISmov roan, 6«. 

JAOKSOK, Eev. F.— Sermons. By the Rev. Fre- 

rnic JTackson, Inenabent of Parson Drove, ^le of Ely. . 8 vols. fcap. 

cloth, each bt, 
" Diseonrses sddretsed to a vQlsge oongreffBttoik. Tie chief aim of the preacher has 
been to enforce practical conolnaloaB for the giii4aiiee of the hamblest, firom wrae of the 
moet striking events or eentimenta of Scripture. The style is plain and forcible."— 



JEWSBUBT, Miss M. J.— Letters to the Young. 

By .Mama Jajib Jawsaims. Pifth Edition. Foap. cloth, 5s. 

Light in the Dwelling ; or, a Harmony of the Four 

GciBpels, with very Shorthand Shnple Requrks a4apM to Re«<fiiig.a( 
Family Prayers, and arranged in 365 sections, ft)r every day of the year. 
^ By the Author of " The Peep of Day," '* Line upon line,** (^, Revised 
and Corrected by a Clergyman of the Church of England. £igbt9enth 
Thousand. Post 8vo. cloth, 8«. ; or in 8vo. large type, 10s. 

Line upon Line ; or,, a Second Series of the Earliest 

Religious Instruction the Infant Mind is capable of reoeivhig; with 
Verses illustrative of the Subjects. By the Author of *' The Peep of 
Day,** &c. Part I. Elghty-third Thounnd. Part U. Sevens-third 
Thousand. ISnio. cloth, each 24^ 0<f.' 

UTTOIC, Eev. E. A, — The Mosaic Dispensation 

considered as Introductory to Christianity. Eight Sermons preached 
before the University of Oxford, at the Bampton Lecture for 1856. By 
the Rev. Gdwabd Abthub LxrroM, M.A„ late Fellow of Oriel Collegf. 
8vo. cloth, lOs. €d. 
"We most earnestly direct the deep and serions attention of vndeisraSnates at our 

universities, and theological students generally, to these weighty and important 

leetores."— Beoord. 
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KlfEILEy Bey. Br. — Lectures on the Sympathies, 

BuAringi^ and ReMirrvetion of the Lord Jesus Christ, delivered in 
Liverpool during Psasion Veelc and Easter Day. By Hugh Mif bilb, 
D.D., Hon. Canon of Chester, and Incnmbent of St. Paul's Church, 
Prince's Parte, Uverpool. TUrd Edition. tSmo. cloth. 4«. Gif. 

IffARRTOTT, Ber. H. — Sermons on the Character 

and Datiea of Women. By the Rer. HAmYar MAaaioTX, Vicar of 
Loddiswell, and Chaplain to the Right Honourable Lord Kenyon. ISmo. 
oloth. aiL fii. 

Four Courses of Practical Sermons. 8va 



each lOt. M. 

KABSDEN, Bev. J. B.— The History of the Early 

Puritans ; from the Reformation to the Opening of the CItU War m 
1642. By jr. B. MABiDaii, M.A. Second Edlflon, 8vo. doth. lOt. <kr. 

— — The History of the later Puritans ; from the 

Opening of the CItU War in 164S, to the ejection of the Non-confonning 
Clergy in 1662. Second Edition, 8to. doth, Ite. 6if. 

MABSHALL, IObb. — Extracts from the Religious 

Works of FSnflon, Arehbldiop'of Cambray. Translated from the 
Original French by Miaa MaMiiiL. Blevenlh Edition, with a Por- 
tirait. Fcap. doth, 6«. 

MJiEE, Bev. B. — The Mutual Recognition and Ex- 
alted Felldty of Glorified Saints. By the Rer. RoBsaT Mnx, M.A. 
Rector of St. Mlefaael, Sirtton BennlngCon, HotU. Sixth Edition. Fe«. 
doth, St. 6tf. 

Passion Week; a Practical and Devotional 

ExpodtioD of the Gospels and Epistles appointed for that Beaton, com- 
poMBd for the Closet and the Family. 12mo. boards, 4«. 

KEBEWEATHEB, Bev. J. D.— Diary of a Work- 
ing Clergyman in Australia and Tasmania, kept during the yesn 
' 1 850-1 6S3 } indading his Return to England by way of Java, Singapore, 
Ceylon, and Egypt. By the Rev. Johv Datibs MEBXwtATBza, B.A. 
Author of ** Life on Board an Emigrant Ship." Fcap. doth, Ss. 

" We set great store by this rohime, which abounds in interesting facts touching men 
sad things, times and ylaees, strange people and sarafe mannen.'^— British BAtnaa. 

" There is an unassuming spirit of reliipous ftdih and devotion to his Mastei'a came, 
which speaks well for the practical Chnstianity of the author ; and so varied and 
amusing are the scenes and eharacters he discusses, that, blended with felicitous and 
orinBaTobserrations upon both, the combination zesnlta in one of the most attraotiTS 
books of the present seaaon.'-^oBX Buix. 
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IdiltBf, W. — Futurity. By William Merbt, 

Eiq. Sixth BdiUflB. FMp. elothb S«. 

" This ii an excellent, nay, a beantifal little work. We xeoommend it to the penual 
of doubters, and the eqjoyment of believeni— Christianity in its meet affecting mm to 
unsophisticated and rightly constitated minds."— Tixxa. 

" He has written on a pleasing subject, and written well ; and it is impeisihle to read 
his little book without being the better for it. What is here advanced will assist the 
reader in the very important work of setting his affections on the things above. The 
nature of a ftiture state of happiness, and its probable occnpatlens, are treated in a 
pious and thonghtfiil manner.'^ CLxaxcAZ. Journax- 

Mid-Day Thoughts for the Weary. Second Edition. 

S2ffio. ctoth, u, M. 

More about Jesua; a Sequel to **Peep of Day.** 

By the aame Author. Fifteenth Thoosftad. 18iiio..cleth, with lUnstn- 
tloiis bj Harrey, 2«. (M. 

Near Home ; or, the Countries of Europe described 

to Children, with Anecdotes. By the Author of "Peep of Day," 

«* Light in the DwelUng," dkc. lUnrtrated with numerous Wood En- 

grayingt. Thirtieth Thonaand. Feap. oloth, b9, 

"It mnst be verv interesting to children. Those to whom we have read passages, 
taken at random, elap their litUe haads with deUght."— JJivNifc JtmnuA •f SOuaalloH. 

" A weUarraaged and well-written book for ehildren ; oompiled ttom the best writers 
en the varions eoantrles, and foil of sound and nsefol infomatian, pleasantly conveyed 
far the most part In the homely monoeyHaUe Saxon wbieh eliflaren learn from their 



New Manual of Devotions ; containing Family and 

Prirate Prajera, the Oflkoe Ibr the Holy Conununion^ ftc. iSino. bd. i$, 

SEWNHAK, W.— A Tribute of Sympathy Ad- 

dressed to Mourners. By W. Ncwnbax, Esq. Eleventh Edition. 
Feap. doth, 6«. 

Contents:—!. Indnlgenoe of Giiet— S. Hoderatloii of Qrief.— S. Ex- 
eesslTe Sorrow.— 4. Advantages of Sorrow.— 5. Self-examination.— 6. Be- 
■ignation. — 7. Sources of Consolation. 

Sunday -Evening Letters: a Correspondence 

with an Intellectual Inquirer after Truth. Feap. doth, &s. 

Night of Toil; or, a Familiar Account of the 

Labours of the First Biissionariea in the South Sea Islands. By the 
Author of ** The Peep of Day," *'JNear Home**' &o. Fourth Edition. 
Feap. doth, 4s. 
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BflNDy B8Y. W.*^ Lecture- Sermons, preached in 

A Coantry Parieh Chnroh.- By WnxiAX Nmn, BCA. laU F^low of 

8t Feter*! College, Cambridge, and Vicar of Cherry HInton. Sooond 

SoriM. lamo. oloth, 6«. 

" S«nBOBi dlrtJMttldied by tnrsTlty, good Bense, and a p1atim«M of manner and expo- 
mioB wtaleh well ada|>t ttioui for tmOf p«nual, eq^edally as their style Is neat and 
daple, not bai«.'*~^B!pMfaCor. 

** The many who hare read the first Totame of these semons will weleome, no doubt 
with Joy, the appearance of the second. They are readable and preachaUe ; and those 
of the second volnme are eren plainer and simpler than their predeeessmrs. We recom- 
mend both Tolwnes most hearuly."— J0iiy Itefc Aeview. 

irOBTHESK, CoimtesB of. — The Sheltering Vine. 

Soleetioni by the Couhtbm op Nokthebk. With an Introduction by 
' the Very Rtr. 1|. C. .Tmsvo*, D,p., Dean of IfMlmlost^. pMb. 
TlMoeand. % rolt. Hnail 8to. cloth^ jOs. 

The object of thli Work is to afford ooniplatlon under the Tariooa 
trials of mind and body to which all are exposed, by a Selection of Texts 
and Parages fh>m Holy Soriptore, and Extracts firom Old and Modem 
Authors, in Prose and Poetry, with a Selection o^ Prayers adapted to 
the I 



A Selection of Prayers and Hyhins, for the 

Use of her Children. In Two Parts, lamo. sewed, U.i cloth, U, 

HUOBHT'S Pocket Dictionary of the FreAch and 

English Languages. The Twenty-sixth Edition, rerised by J. C. Tastbb, 
French Master, Eton, &c. Square 18mo. bound, 4s. 6tf. 

OAKLET, Be?. C. E.-^The English Bible, and its 

History. A Lecture delivered in the School-room at Tortworth Court, 
Olouoestershire, Jaifuary 23, 1854. By the BeT. C. E. Oakut, B.A. 
Rector of Wic'kwar, Cloucestershire, and Domestic Chaplain to the 
Earl of Ducie. Fcap. cloth. Is. 6<f. 

OXEKDEN, Be?. A -<-- Fervent Prayer. By the 

Ber. AsHTOir Oznnnv, Beetor of PlneUey, Kent; Seoeod Bditlm. 
18mo. cloth, is. 6tf. 

The Cottage Library. Vol I. The Sacrap 

ment of Baptism* ISmo. sewed, U. ; or doth, Is. 6tf. 

" A little book of probably large nsefolness. It ayoids disputed points, but eonyeys a 
elaar and simple view of tbe holy rite of baptism. It is admirably suited to the oottMgs, 
as well as to iU saaess in whieh igporsnes leigas upon the snbisot."— Clwrefc and Staie 
QoMtu. 

The Cottage Library. VoL IL The Sacra- 



ment of the Lord's Supper. Third Edition. 18mo. cloth. Is. 
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OXEKBEN, Bey. A. 

The Cottage Library. Tol. III. A Plain 

Hiatory of the Chriitian Church. Second Edition. ISmo. doth, U. 

The Cottage Library. Vol. V. God's Message 

to the Poor : being Eleren Plain Sermons preached in Pluckley Church. 
Second Edition. ISmo. cloth, is. 

' • rri 

The Cottage Library. Vol VL The Story 

of Bath. ISmo. doth, 3«. 

03CPP]^Sy Bishop of. — Four Sermons, preached 

before Her ^ost Oraoious MiO^b^^ Queen Victoria in 1811 and 1842. 
67 Samuq., Lord Bishop of Oxford, Chancellor of the Most Noble Order 
of the Garter, Lord High Almoner to the (^ueen.' Published by Com- 
mand. Third Edition. Fcap. Bro. doth, 4s, 

FABEER)' MisB F. Si— Truth witBout Novelty; or, 

a Course of Scriptural Instruction for CTcry Sunday in the Year, prin- 
cipally designed for Private Family Instruction and Sunday Scbooto, 
By PsAKow 8. PaekM. Second Edition. Peap. eIoth,S«. l 

FABRY, Sir W. E. — Thoughts on the Parental 

phfVFPdber of God. By R«ar-Admiral Sir Willum Edwabp P^^wt^R JN. 
late Lieut.-OoTcrnor of Greenwich Hospital.) Fifth Edition. ISi^o. 
cloth, )s. 6d. 

'PEABSf Rev. S. A. — Over the Sea; or. Letters 

f^m an OiRcer In India to his Children at Home. Edited by the Rev. 
S. A. Pkass, D.D. Head-lfaster of Repton School Fcap. doth, with 
Itt«8tratf«n«. U,6d, 

"TbeM letten from * Orer the Sea' eontain Just the kind of information that one 
wishes to hare about the eoantnr and the people of India, and the mode of life of the 
Bsjdish in the East. The descnption of eeenei?; and sketbhee of natlye character and 
SWMms are graphic and entertaining, and the pictures are all the more Tivid firom the 
style bdng such as was deemed most adapted for yoathftd i«aden.''~X;<«erafy OoMsiie, 

"... their tone is so manW, sensible, and aifeetionate, with a pervading element of 
nnobirasive religious principle, that it is impossible to read them without a feeling of 
regard for the anonymous wnter, and interest in his youthful correspondents."— 
Chuurdian. .v . ' ^ • 

" These letters possess two valuable qualities— reality and simplicity."— fieeoni. 

— ^ — Threi6 Lectures on Education. ISmo. cloth, 

** The position occupied by Dr. Pears ought to give authority to his remarks on 
Education, and all that is contained in this little book is characterised by practical 
iviadom."— CtsmcAx. Jodkkai. 

- " We recoihmend this little book to the no^e of evexy teacher and head of a ikmOy.' 
— Thx Bkacov. t . i 
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PEARSON, Bey. J. N. — Sunday Readings finr the 

Fuoily Mid the GIomI. By th* Raf. J. NoftMAM Pbamom, ILA. 
lamo. eloth. 7i. 

" Sound snd pzaetieaL''— Brttisfc MagoMfm. 

** JL OMMl ylvmUU wu^'—CkMrck ofJBngkmd MagttM, 

The Days in Paradise, in Six Lectures. 

ISmo.oloth. Sc. 

Peep of Day; or, a Series of the Earliest Relirioas 

Instruction tbe Infknt Mind is capable of receiving. With venes 
illustrative of the Subjects. Hundred and Ftatieth Thousand, re- 
Tlsed and corrected. 18ma cloth, S«. 

Part IL; or, More about Jesus. By the same 

Author. Fifteeatfr Thoneand. ISmo. oloth, Ss. 6«. 

Practical Suggestions towards Alleviating the Suf- 
ferings of the sick. PartU. Fourth Edition. 12mo. doth. 6«. M. 

FBATT, Archdeacon. — Scripture and Science not 

at Variance: with Remarks on the Historical Character, Plenary 
Inspiration, and Snrpasidng Importance, of the Earlier Cliapters of 
Genesis. By Jom H. Pbavt, Jil.A., Archdeacon of Calcutta; Anther 
of the ** BCathematical Principles of Mechanical Philosophy.** Third 
Edition, with Additions, 8to. cloth, U. 6d, 

" This biBtnictiTe evsay ... is adminUy adapted for the desianed end. The stark is 
laoid and vigoroos : the argument eoUd aadeonTbcing."— iZecortfT 
" A very seaaonaUe work."— Cterdb of Engkmd Mao«uttme, 

" Written with eleganpe. talent, and. itiU better, with a competent knowledge of the 
snk^t, and eaeeUent Judgment.'*- JMeelie iifv<M. 



FBATEBSi Family and Private. 

A Form of Prayers, Selected and Composed for 

the Use of a Family principally condsting of Toung Penonsi 
Fifteenth Edition. ISmo. cloth, %s, 6tf. 

A Manual of Family and Occasional Prayers. 

By the Rer. Wuxxam Simolau. M.A. 18mo. doth. Is. 6d. 
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FRATEBS, Family and Private. 

A Selection of Prayers and Hymns. For the 

ITse of her 'Children. By the ConmnM or Noktbebk. In Two Parts, 
13mo. 3«. doth ; or leired, l«. 

Famfly Prayers. By the late Henry Thoei^- 

Tov, Esq. M.F. Thirt7>eighth Edition. Itmo. eloth, 3«. 

Family Prayers for One Month. By various 

Clergymen. Arranged and Edited by the Rer. CeAun Hodgson, 
M.A. Rector of Barton-le-Street, Yorkshire. Abridged iidition. 
To which hare been added. Prayers for Particidar Seasons. Fcap. 
cloth, U, 6tf. 

Seventy Prayers on Scriptural Subjects : being 

a Selection of Scripture Dally Readings for a Tear ; with Faintly 
Prayers for a Month. By Clergymen of the Church of England. 
Fifth Ten Thousand. ISmo. cloth, 8«. 

Family Prayers. By the late W. Wilberforcb, 

Esq. Edited by his Son. Elevwith Edition. Feap.«TO. sewed, U. 6€(. 

Family Prayers for Every Day of the Week. 

Selected fh>m rarlous portions of the Holy Bible, with References. 
Third Edition. 18mo. boards, S#. M. 

Family Prayers for Every Day in the Week. 

By Clsbioub. ISmo. doth, U. 

Prayers and Offices of Devotion for Families 

and fur Particular Persons, upon most occasions. By Bemjakiv 
Jemks. Altered and Improred by the Rer. Cbables Simsom. 18mo. 
roan, 4«. 6tf.; or 18mo. St. 



. Course of Morning and Evening Prayers, for 

the Use of the Families of the Poor. ISmo. sewed, M. ; or 6s. per 



Private Prayers for Young Persons. By M. A. 

Fcap. oloth, 9«- 



22 WTarks IhtbUA^d by 



FBATEBS, Family ud PriTttte. 

A Few Plain Short Prayers, intended to be 

■emt with Moh Mi of Bmby Linen lent to Poor Women. ')4nio. 
•owed, 8<l. ; or St. 64. par doien. 

' A Companion to the Altar, with Qcca^nal 

Pnyere. By Oboboi A. E. MAsei^ AM. Boefor of Bangor, 
Flintdiire. Third Edition. Boards, l». Bd, { sheep, St. ; caU; Z$, 

Kewly-Arnmged Manual for Communicants at 

the Lord's Sapper, inolnding the Senrioe for the Holy Communion, 
94nu!.bo«nd»8«. . . „. 

Prussian Oculist A Manual of Information re- 

•pectiog the Ober Medicinal Rath de Lenw of Orafirath. Biy An £no- 
usa Cjueboxxak. Second Edition, 18mo. cloth, U, 



BAIEES, Bev. H. — Sermons and Essays. By the 

Rot. Hbmbt Raules, late Chancellor of the Diocese of Chester. 8to. 
eloth,9f. 

"It Is BMdlMi to saj tkai arerytliiiiff in the TOlsiiie besn tfas'lamfeM of the 
snthor's mind end ehaiBctor. Bound evanfelleal doctrine is exhibited in elegant 
language, and illustrated from the resources of a cultivated understanding and a 
reftned tMie ; while the whole is penraded with Christian tolemtion and sound good 

BAWNSLET, Rev. R. D. B. — Sermons Preached in 

Cowitiy Churches. By R. Dbujimomd B. Rawnslbt, M.A.. Vicar of 
8hiplake,Oxon{ late FeUowofMagdalenCoDege, Oxford. 12mo.cleth,6«. 

" A series of short, plain, and pithy senAons^ hdat>ted to theSUfiMUevteA somprehaa- 
slom of a tuTBl oongrcqgation."-- Spectator. 

"A good TQlame ; we can safely recommend if—St Jamuft ChronMt, 

Village Sermons. Second Series. 12mo. 

6«.6tf. 
" Enfbrees the practical duties of religion and the1)eaaty Of hoUneSS.'^-J'oJ^it BtOL 
" This is a volume of plain sermons in a simple unpretending style, adapted to the 
comprehension of the villagers to whom they are addrsaied, and tnenlmting many 
vsefiil prnettoal le8aona''-<CA«r«Jk ofSngkmd MagaHm, ^ 

' Sermons, chiefly CatecheticaL 12ma cloth, 

.' Their plidnness Intags tfaem within the oomprehension of themoetlUiterate, whilst 
th^ expodtion and illustration of Gospel troth render them a mediun^ of nienhiess. 
which cannot be without the very hest resulta."-JBs«'» M€$$0mgtf.^^ •««»««—. 



JEleading wi&out Tears; or, a Pleasant Mode of 

Learning, to Read. B7 the Author of "Peep of Day/* jbe. With 
nvveroiMiWoodeats. Mew Edition. Square. 

%* In this little work the attempt Is made, by the elauiflcation of 
words, removifig all perplexity, to prerent tbam, and by a succession 
otpielwrett fu^nisUng oonstant entertainment, to ptesei^Te the tmLM ef 
happy childhood while learning to read. 

** TImlk this •Umeatajy Tolnme is the work of the sutliofess of the ' Peep of Dsy ' will 
be a Bare pauport to the hearts of thonsands, both parents and children. But apart 
firom its authorBhip, the book itself is admirable ; the arrangement, pictures, typo- 
graphy, and reading exercises being alike adapted to realise the idea of the title, learn- 
mg to read ' without tears.' Teachers are addressed in some valuable prefatory remarics. 
The authoress lagrs neat stress on the exOxmioxb of the eteBxeitt of flctian from tUS 
SairattTes ilrhidi she lias introdnoed as lessons."— liMord. 



The Rector in Search of a Curate. Post 8vo. 

cloth»9<. 
Contents.—I. The Parish— 2. The Curate— 3. TheTemporary Curate — 
4,6. The ETangelicist— 6. The Evangehcals— 7. The Unfortunate Man— 
8. The Scholar— 9. The MUlenarian— 10. The Anglo-Cathollo— U. The 
Approved— 12. The Ordination. 

"A lively and entertaining book."— CfcrMfon Ob$erver. 
**IntereBting and atixaotLV^"— ;^t^ta<or. 

BISON, Bishop of. — ^Means of Graca Lectures 

dellTored during Lent, 1851, in St. John's Church, Clapham Rise. By 
the Right Rev. Robbht Bxckbbsteth, D.D. Lord Bishop of Ripon. 
Fcap. cloth, Zt^6d, . 

"Mr. Blekersteth's Lectures are very sterling in point of doctrinal teaching uid 
practical enforcement."— C/trwtian Time$. 

" These are plain, unaffected, and sensible discourses, setting forth the great outlines 
of Chxistianity and. urging the necessity of holiness and ol)edience."— £!ih7MA Seview. 

BUPEBT'S LAin), Bishop of.— Notes of the l^lood 

at. the Red River, 1852. By Dayip Ahskmox, D.D, Lord Bishop of 
Rupert's Land. Fcap. cloth, Ss. 6(1. 

BUSSELL, Dr. — The History of Modem Europe. 

With an Account of the Decline and FaU of the Roman Empire ; and 
a View of the Progress of Society, from the Rise of the Modem King- 
doms to the Peace of Paris In 1 763. In a series of Letters from a Noble- 
man to his Son. Kew Bdition, continued to the present time. 4 vols. 
8To.cloth,2/. I2«. 

Scenes in our Parish. By a Couintry Parson's 

Daughter. S toIs. ISmo. boards, eaoh 6«. 
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800TT, B8Y. T. — Essays on the most ImpoTtarat 

6ttl^|«eUi in Raliglmi. By tiM Rev. Thomas Boon, lato Rector of 
Aston Ssndford, Boeks. With a Memoir of Oie Author. Fifteenth 
EdiUon. larao. 5«.i ISmo. 9$. 6d. 

Scripture Catechism; extracted chiefly from the 

Rot. Edward Bielcersteth*s ** Sertptnre Help.** IVwIgned to assist the 
Tonng in aeqoiring a Knowledge of the H0I7 Bible, and to commend it 
to their lore. By E. W. 18mo. It. sewed ; It. Qd, doth. 

Sermons and Extracts Consolatory on the Loss of 

Friends. Selected from the Worlcs of the most eminent Divines. 
Third Edition. Svo. cloth. 1S«. 

SHAKSPEAEE.— The Plays of William Shakspeare, 

accurately printed from the Text of the Corrected Copies, a History of 
the Stage, and a Life of Shakspeare. By Aixxauvxe Cbalmebs, F.S.A. 
8 vols. 8vo. 81. 1S«. ; or 1 vol. 8to. I Of. 6tf. 

SHEEWOOD, Mrs. — The Golden Grarland of Inesti- 
mable Delights. By Mrs. Sbiswood. ISmo. cloth, 6«. 

"It posMttes gnattf nalltj-, sad even iiiftM«8t.ttisa some more amUtioat-IooUng 
tales ; eyeiything in ' the Oolden Garland ' beaze the stamp of truth."— ^Spectator. 
. " It serves as a rehide to inculcate the soundest moral precepts," Ac—Herald. . 

The Mirror of Maidens in the Days of Good 

Queen Bess. 1 2mo. cloth, 6«. 

The History of John Marten. A Sequel to 

** The Life of Henry Milner." ISmo. doth, U. M. 

The History of Henry Milner. 3 vols. 12mo. 

doth, each 6«. 

- The History of the Fairchild Family; or, 

The Child's Manual. Nineteenth Edition. 8 toIs. ISmo. cloth, each bt. 

tTulietta di Lavenza. A Tale. 18mo. cL 2& 

Victoria. 12mo. boards, 48. 

The Little Momiere. 12mo. clotli, 2s. 
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SHIBLEY, Bishop. — Letters and Memoir of the 

late Walteb Augustus Sbieust, D.D. Lord Bishop of Sodor Mid Man. 
Edited by Thomas Hux, B.D. Arehdeaoon of ]>ert>y. Beeond Edition, 
revised. With a Portrait, 8to. doth, 14«. 



— ^— Letters to Young People. By the late Right 

BeT. Valtsb Augustus, Bi£op of Sodor and Man. Fcap. cloth, Zs, 6d, 

" The Tolvme conBlBts of lejkten cMefly addresfled to hit son and daughter ; and 
exhibit* the writer in a rery amiable, affectionate, pious, and sensible light. Some of 
the epistles to his son contain Judicious advice on study and critical remarlcs On books." 



"We like the general tone of these letters much. They are oheerfdl, unaffected, 
kindly, without overweening conceit or laborious condescension. They refer, too, to real 
incidents and events."— 4tA«iunMN. 

^ ' ■ Sermons preached on Various Occasions. 

ISmo. doth, 6*. 

** A direct plainness of style and purpose, which had the effect of fbrce, and a sound 
Protestant fseUny."— fifpeetotor. 

SIMEOK, Bev. C. — Memoirs of the Rev. Chables 

Sdcson, M.A. late Senior Fellow of King's College, and liinister of 
Trinity Church, Cambridge; containing his Autobi(^;raphy, together 
with Selections tnm his Writings and Correspondence. Edited by the 
Rev. Wx&LXAic Carus, M.A. Canon of Winchester. Third Bdition. 
Iftoao. doth, with Portrait and Facsimile, As. 

SMITH, Eev. J. H. — Sermons by John Henry 

Smith, M.A. Perpetual Curate of Milverton, Warwickshire. Second 

Edition, with additions. 2 vols. 12mo. doth, 12«. 

"The subjects are commonplace and practical, such as 'The Oospel Invitation,' 
'Christ's Invitation to the Heavy-laden," Our Saviour's Love of Solitude/ &;c. ; but there 
is a tender and earnest spirit displayed in the treatment of them, which of itself would 
secure attention. And tliere is also a vivacity and power of illustration in the style, 
which still more would gain the attention of the hearer."— Clerical Journal. 

" Kr. Smith's sermons remind us of some of the best diseourses of Melville. There is 
the same habit of seizing upon some one truth in the text, bringing it out into new and 
interesting combinations, throwing the discussion into an vgumentative mould, and 
ringing out the idea in the mnsie of lofty language. These > sermons have life in them, 
and they will live and generate living thoughta in thoughtful readers. Every sermon 
bespeaks independency of research, vigour of intellect, and a reverent, catholic, manly 
Christianity."— The HomUUt. 

SMITH, Eev. T. D. S. — Life : an Enquiry into the 

Source, Actings, and Besulto of the Divine or Spiritual Life. By the 
Bev. Taos. D. S. Sxitb, B.A. Curate of Bi3hopstoke. Crown 8fo. 
doth, 6s. 



Works Published by 



SMITH, Bev. W. X. — Help to District Visitors. 

Being Plain and Practical Remark! on some Portions of the Gospels; 
particularly the Manratifes and Parables. With an Appendix of 
Prayers selected from the Liturgy. By the Bef . W. Maxwell Smith, 
Rector of Lufton, and Perpetual Curate of Tintinhull, Somersetshire. 
Feap. 8to. doth, 3«. M. 

"Plidn, Miiptanl, and aflfectionste. it cannot f$SX to do good,^hether read 1)y those 
that visit the poor, or placed in village or parochial librarieB."— Ci^ericai. Jourhai.. 

"The pieces are short, sensible, and scriptoraL"— Chubcr or ENoi.Aia> ICAaAznrx. 

" These addreasea an models of their kind.''--MoBNiNO Hxrau>. 

" Many important topios are herein brought home to the simplest mind. The 
district visitor cannot do better than provide himself with the work.*— Bxacon. 

" We shall be glad to hear that Mr. Smith's valuable woik haa a large dreulation.''— 

WXSTXRM TvnXQ POBT. 

Solace of a Mourner. Fcap. cloth^ 4s. 6(L 
STEPHEN, SirG. — Anti-Slavery Recollections : iu 

a Series of Letters addressed to Bfrs. Bbkghbb Stowje. Written by Sir 
Geobob Stxphbn, at her Request. Fcap. doth, is, 

STEWART, Eev. J. H. — Memoir of the Life of the 

Rev. James Haldane Stewart, M.A. late Rector of Limpsflield, Surrey. 
By his Son, the Rev. David Dalb Stbwabt, M.A. Incumbent of AU 
Saintt', Uaidstone. With a Portrait. Seoond Edition. ISmo. doth, 5«. 

The Family which Jesus Loved; or the 

History of Martha, and Mary, and Lacams. In Serenteea Leetnrea. 
By the late Rev. J. H. Stbwabt. Third Edition. Fcap. doth, 6s. 



STOKES, Eev. K — Sermons by Edward Stokes, 

M.A. Student of Christ Church, Rector of Stelnes, late Whitehall 
Preacher, and Sdect Preacher in the Unirerrity of Oxford. Fcap. 
cloth, 5«. 6(2. 

"One great adyantage of English sermons orer those of most foreign preaehers— 
we speak of good specimens of either class— is, that the former will bewr reading as 
well as hearing. Those now before as, by Mr. Stokes, Uhistrate this good quality ; uey 
do not deal with any controverted subject, and very little with doctrine at all; but there 
is a tone of real piety and of lore towards Christ perrading tbem, which stamp them as 
essentially Christian sermona."— literaiy Churchman, 

STOWELL, Eev. H, — Tractarianism Tested by Holy 

Scripture and the Church of England, in a Series of Sermons. By 
Hugh Stowell, M.A. Incumbent of Christ Church, Salibrd, Honorary 
Canon of Chester, and Rural Dean, a toIs. 12md. doth, each 6«. 

N.B. The obifect of this work is not merdy nor mainly to oonlhte 
Tractarianism, but rather to inform and establish the minds of Church- 
men on certain perplexing questions, respecting which definite yiewB 
are much needed. 
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STOWELL, Bev. H. 

A Model for Men of Business; or, Lectures 

on the Character of Nehemiah. Third Edition. Crown 8vo. cloth, 6«. 



THOBirrdN, H. — Female Characters. By the late 

Hemkt Tbobntov, Esq. M.P. With Prayers adapted to the Lectures. 
Second Edition. Fcap. doth, Zt. 

Family Commentary on Portions of the Pen- 
tateuch \ in Lectures, with Prayers adapted to the Subjects. Second 
Edition. Thick 8to. doth, VU, 

On the Ten Commandments, with Prayers. 

Second Edition. 12mo. doth, 2«. Gtf. 



Family Prayers, in a Series for a Month. 

Thirty-eighth Edition. 12mo. doth, Zt, 

Family Commentary upon the Sermon on the 

Mount. Second Edition. Fcap. doth, Z§. 



TRACTS for BistributioxL 

The Angel's Message; or, the Saviour made 

known to the Cottager. By the Author of** Peep of Day .** Third 
Thousand. Square I6mo. price 6d. 

Teaching Myself; or, an Abridgment of 

'* Reading without Tears.'* For the Cottager in ids own Home. 
Fourth Thojisand. Square 16mo. price Ad, 

Tracts for Children ; or. Fifty-two Facts from 

the Bible for the Fifty-two Sundays of the Year. Thirteenth 
Thousand. In a packet of Fifty-two Tracts; or, bound together 
in a volume, cloth gilt, price 2#. 



WbrhM Published i 



TRACTS for BifitributioiL 

The Grerman Tree. A Moral for the Young. 

B7 th* Her. T. OoaDwni Hatcbakd, M.A. Bector of HaTMit, 
DomMtio Chaplain to the Marquis Conjm^iain. U. 

Bif Ae same Atitkor, 

Feed My Lambs. A Lecture for Children in 

Words of One Syllable ; to which is added a Hymn. Serenth Thoa- 
■■nd. S3mo. id,; mis.Bd, per doien. 

Mj Duty. The Christian Duties, taken from 

the Church Catechism, printed in red and black within an oma^ 
mental Gothic Tablet; intended for Parochial Distribution, id, 
each { or 8s. 6d, per dosen. 

The Fourth Commandment Explained. By a 

Sunday-School Teacher. Stf.; or St. 6d, a doien. 

The Teacher's Assistant in Needle-work. 6cL 

each, or 6s. per dosen. 

The E[nitting-Teacher'B Assistant 6d. ; or 58. 

per dosen. 

A Misfortune Changed into a Blessing. 12mo. 

6d. ; or Is, doth. 

Eliezer ; or. The Faithful Servant 12mo. 3i ; 

or %s. 6d. par dosen. 

How can I go t5 Church? or, a Dialogue 

between a Lady and a Poor Woman. 3d, each. 

Why should I not go to the Meeting-House? 

a4l.each. 

Seed-Time and Harvest Some Account of 

*< Behools for the Deatltnte.'* By the Author of ** The Gospel of 
other Days." Third Edition, 6d. 
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TRACTS for DishilbiLtioii. 

A Friend to the Sick and Afflicted. 3d; or 

2«. 6cr. per dozea. 

Thoughts on the Sabbath. 12mo. 3d 
Reflections on the Sabbath. By Sir Henrt 

DiMoxs. 12mo. M. 

Repairing the Church. 3dL; or 2«. 6rf. per doz. 
Narrative of Poll Peg, of Leicestershii^. 3d.; 

or 2«. 6(f. per dozen. 

The Curate Catechising; or, an Exposition of 

the Church Cfttechfsm. By the Rev. W.. Thutlbthwaite, A.M. 
Sixth Edition. 18mo. U. 

By the tame Author, 

The Church Communicating; or, an Exposition 

of the Communion Senrice of the Church of England. 18nio. M. 

The Parochial Minister's Letter to the Young 

People of his Charge on Confirmation. By the Rev. Johh Lanq- 
LBT, Rector of St. Mary's, Wallingford. 12mo. 2«. per dozen. 

A Short Catechism; or, Plain Instruction, con- 
taining the Sum of Christian Learning, set forth hy the authority 
of his Majesty, King Edward the Sixth, for all Schoolmasters to 
Teach, A.D. 1 553. ISmo. 6tf.; or 5«. per dozen. 

Confirmation : its Nature, Importance, and Be- 

nefito. By the Rev. T. GBunTH, A.M. 4d.\ or St. 6tf. per dosen. 

A Plain and Affectionate Address to Young 

Persons about to be Confirmed. By the Right Rev. D. Wilson, 
late Lord Bishop of Calcutta. ]2mb. id. 

By the tame Author, 

A Plain and Affectionate Address to Young 

Persons, previously to Receiving the Lord's Supper. ISmo. 4«. 
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TX7FFEB, M. P.— Proverbial Phflosophy. By Mab- 

TiH F. TuppKE, D.G.L. &c. Port 8to. cloth, with Portrait, 8*. 

An Illustrated Edition of Proverbial Philo- 
sophy. 

Thb Dmom bt 



G. W. Cope, R.A. 

Fred. R. PiokengiU. A.B.A* 

John Tenniel. 

Edward H. Corhonld. 

George Dodgion. 

Edward Duncan. 

Birket Forter. 



John Gilbert. 
James Godwin. 
WilUam Hanrey. 
J. C. Horsley. 
WUliam L. L«itoh. 
Joseph SeTcm. 
Walter Serem. 



The Ornamental Initials and Vignettes by Henry Mod Homphreys. 
In 4to. bound in cloth, gilt edges, 31<. ; morocco extra by Hayday, 36s. 

The Pocket Edition of Proverbial Philo- 
sophy. Thirty-fourth. 16mo. cloth, gilt leaves, 6«. 

Probabilities: an Aid to FaitL Third Edi- 
tion. Fcap. cloth, 4«. 

" It is difflcnlt to oonvey, 1>7 eztraets, the charm whleh is diftttsed oTer this little 
book. There is, in the infinite yazie^ w subgect, a contlnnous line of thouffht, which 
fixes the attention to its progress, and leaves the mind amused and edified with the 
perusaL"— OikHsfioii Btmnribromcer. 

TYTIiEB» Mi88 A. F. — Leila; or^ the Island* 

Eighth EditkMi. Fcap. Bto. doth, 4s. 6tf. 

Leila in England. A Continuation of Leila; 

or, the Island.*' Siz& Edition. Fcap. cloth, 6«. 

Leila at Home ; a Continuation of '* Leila in 

England.*' By Ann Fbaskb Tytlbk. Fourth Edition. Fcap. 8to. 
cloth, 4s. 6tf. 

" 'Leila at Home,' in continnation of 'Leila in Eni 
ieasant style, anc' 
lAUnur% QoMtii. 



" 'Leila at Home,' in continnation of 'Leila in England,' is written in the same 

Jleasant style, and conreys similar lessons of an instmcUTe and religious tendency."— 
tUerary Qiuette. 



— Mary and Florence; or. Grave and Oay. 

Eleventh Edition. Fcap. cloth, 4s. 6tf. 



Hatchard and Co. 187 PiecadUly. 31 

TYTLEB, ILiss A. P. 

Mary and Florence at Sixteen. Fifth Edition. 

Fcap. cloth, 6«. 

" Tbese works are excellent. Hiss Tytler's writingB are especially valnable for their 
Teligioos spirit. She has taken a Just position between the Bationalism of the last gene- 
ration and the Puritanism of the present, while the perfect natitre and true art with 
whioh she sketches from juyenile life, show powers which might be more ambitiously 
displayed* but cannot be better bestowed."— vuarferly BevUw. 

TYTLBB, Miss M. P.— The Wooden Walls of Old 

England: or, Lires of Celebrated Admirals. By Maxoabet Fkaseb 
Tttlek. Containing Biographies of Lord Rodney, Earls Howe and St. 
Vincent, Lords de Saumarez and Coilingwood, Sir Sydney Smith and 
Viscount Exmouth. Fcap. cloth, St. 

Tales of the Great and Brave. Containing 

Memoirs of Wallace, Bruce, the Black Prince, Joan of Arc, Richard 
CflBur de lion. Prince Charles Edward Stuart, Nelson, and Napoleon 
Boniaparte. Second Edition. Fcap. cloth, bs. 

VENN, Eev. H. — Memoir and Selection from the 

Correspondence of the Rev. H. Venn, M.A. Edited by the Rev. Henkt 
VBNir, B.D. Prebendary of St. Paul's. Seventh Edition. Fcap. 
cloth, 7«. 

Verschoyle. A Roman Catholic Tale of the Nine- 
teenth Century. 12mo. cloth, 6«. 

VICTORIA, Bishop of. — Lewchew and the Lew- 

chewans; being a Narrative of a Visit to Lewchew, or Loo-Choo, in 
October, 1850. By GEoaos Smith, D.D. Bishop of Victoria. Fcap. 
cloth, 2«. 6d. 

Hints for the Times; or, the Religions of 

Sentiment, of Form, and of Feeling, contrasted with Vitid Godliness. 
Fcap. sewed, U. 6tf. 

" A sensible and seasonable little treatise.*— CArdtian QwardHan, 

WEBB, Mrs. J. B. — The Beloved Disciple. Reflec- 
tions on the History of St. John. By Mrs. J. B. Webb, Author of 
** Naomi," " Reflections on the History of Noah,'* &c. Fcap. 8vo. cloth. 
As. 6d. 

" Yezy sensible and well-wiltten reflectionB on tlxe Hlstoxy of St. John. We can safely 
recommend it.*'— CAriftton Ouardkm. 
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WiUxE, Eev. 0. — The Natural History and Anti- 
quities of Selborne. By the Ber. Oilbsbt Wbitb, M.A. A New- 
Edition, with Notes, by Bdwaas Tmim Bimmrt, Esq. FX.8. fce. 
STceloth, 18«. 

WHLTAMS, Miss J. L. — Chillon; or, Protestants 

of the Sixteenth CeDtnry. An Historloal Tale. By Jakb Louisa Wn.- 

LTAm. 3 TOls. 8T0. Clotll, 10«. 

** We fhJiik hli^Uy of thla Mltadile ttoiy. A tra* tplrit of ebenftil pi«ty p«nnUtea Its 
psfei ; the ehanctexB are nfcel7 disczimmated, and many of the seeneB are very ylTidly 
portrayed. All who read it may derlrebeB^kt from its penuaL'—JBtitoMite. 

WOLFE, Eev. C. — Six Plam Sermons, preached to 

a Bnral Congr«gation. By the Ber. CHAmLis Wolfe, late Curste of 
Kemidng, Kent. Fcep. eloth, 2«. 6tf. 

WOODWASB, Eev. H. — Short Readings for Family 

Prayers, Essays, and Sermons. By the BeT. Hbitst Woodwabd» A.M., 
formerly of Corpus Christi College, Oxford; Bector of Fethard, in 
the Diooese of CasheL 8to. doth, \U, 

Words of Wisdom for my Child; heing a Text for 

Every Day in the Tear, for the use of veiy Toung Children. Second 
Edition. 89mo. cloth, 2<. 

TOEEE, Eev. C. J. — Original Researches in the 

Word of God. By the Bef. C. J. Toui, M.A. Bector of Shenfield. 
Fcap. doth, fi«. 

I. Christ Known beftxre His Adrent. 
II. The Beauty of the Mosaic Law. 
lU. Inspiration and Genius. 
lY. The Divine Beoognition of the Spiritual Choroh. 
y. The Development of Pure Beligion. 
VI. The ApostoUc Motive. 

yil. God Apparent in His Mfarades and Prophedes. 
yni. Scriptural Imagery : ito Uses, Marks, and Sources. 
IX. God Traced in the World, and Found in Christ. 
X. The Human Consdenoe. 
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